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'TO THE READER. 


Tt is unpleaſant to be under the neceſ- 
ſity, from duty, of expoſing the conduct 
of any deſcription of men. But yet, when 


ſuch neceſſity becomes abſolute, as in the 


preſent caſe, it is ſome conſolation that in 


the peruſal of the following pages, howe- 
ver poſitive and bold the obſervations 


may be drawn; it will appear to the can- 


did Reader that, throughout the who'e 


of the Author's proceeding, his object has 
only been to obtain juſtice to the com- 
munity in general, and individuals in 


particular, by promoting a fair and equit- 


able duty to be raiſed on Salt, From 


whence the revenue would receive a 


very conſiderable increaſe, an object on 


.every account to be attended to, however 


flouriſh. 
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flouriſhing a State may be, ſince a rift 
adminiſtration of juſtice 1s the baſis of a 
firm and laſting Government. As a proof 
that the Author did not look for other 
emolument to himſelf and family, than 
the fair profit they have been long en- 


' titled to receive, but have for upwards 


of twenty years been deprived of, he 
propoſed no recompence for theſe loſſes, 
but freely offered his aſſiſtance and ex- 


ertions to promote the good intended. 


If juſtice could have been ſo obtained, 
he would have been happy in the diſ- 


charge of a duty he conſiders every mem- 


ber of the community bound to perform, 


with the reward only of the inward ſa- 
tis faction of having acted right; and like- 


wiſe with the additional pleaſure of prov- 


ing any perſons, appointed by his Majeſty 


to an office of truſt and importance, wil- 
ling to diſcharge their duty as ſoon as 


information is given of the neceſſity of 


their interference; and that complaints are 
enquired into o by them with impartiality, 
and 


K 
and redreſs adminiſtered with fidelity. 


But if the Author's motives were agreeable 
to the above principle, and if it ſhould 
become manifeſt from the mere lapſe of 
time that he felt himſelf contemptuouſly 
treated and the public welfare neglected, 

it is but natural and perfectly conſiſtent 
with the ſame principles that he ſhould 
diſregard oppoſition or difficulties ; and 
| perſevere in the diſcharge of his duty 
for the benefit of the community, with- 
"reſolution, firmneſs, and even boldneſs ; 
eſpecially if he has reaſon to think his 


conduct and character will bear every 


_ teſt by which intereſted combinations of 
men may attack it. 


On the above account he confeſſes that 
he has no fear, except from the want of 
thoſe abilities, ſo arduous an undertak- 
ing muſt require, of being defeated in 
obtaining that redreſs without injury to 
his country, (at ſo awful a period as the 
nt which he 18 determimas if poſſi- 
ble, 
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ble, to accompliſh. But in this reſpe& 
alſo, he feeis ſome ſatisfaction from the 


moderation of his terms for withholding 
any publication, being no other than to 
have his evidence protected from perſe- 


cution, and the Deputy Salt Meters to 


have their pay ſecured for their labour, 


until opportunity offered itſelf to inveſ- 


tigate the buſineſs. He propoſed no 
terms to indemnity his relation from per- 
fecution and loſs, which probably will 
be fatal to herſelf and family, if that 
countenance is withheld which ſeems 
neceſſary to put a ſtop to fraud of ſo ex- 
treme a degree. The author flatters him- 


ſelf likewiſe, that his principles are ſo 


well known, that his perſevering even 
at this time, will be attributed to his opi- 


nion, that if the conduct at the Salt- 
Office is not in ſome degree ſuperceded, 


it will give occaſion to the enemies of the 
country, to turn greatly to the general 


_ diſadvantage. And having ſome years 
fince entered on this buſineſs in a juſt 
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and liberal manner, he conſiders that his 
relinquiſhing it will tend to greater in- 
jury to the State, than a manly perſever- 
ance; and would certainly reduce him 
to a diſgraceful and contemptible ſitua- 
tion, from the want of evidence to prove 
the charges, &c. when called upon ſo to 
do, at any diſtant and uncertain period 
of time; ſince from their preſent perſe- 
cution, and unjuſt treatment they muſt, 
without protection, ſoon fall a ſacrifice 
to iniquity, and probably end a miſera- 

ble life in a Goal, 
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22 For turn ſk read, turn it greatly 


2 Inſert a before cant 


1 For in part of P-. 54, read, from part th 54 | 


16. For a lighter, read, the lighter 
2 For imphes,. read, imply 


13. After diſcouraging them, inſert, „It is however 
unfortunate, that it ſhould happen as it were by 
accident, I had almoſt ſaid: providentially, that 
the Commiſſioners ſhould, according to the cuſ- 


-toms and rules of their office, as I ſuppoſe, pro- 


moie Sedgrove and Lock very ſoon after the 
very ſerious charges I had. made againſt them, 
and proved, as it is ſaid, according to the mode 
and practice of their Office, and alſo by their 
order: had they maturely conſidered the caſe, 

prudence as well as juſtice would have forbid 
this effect; but it is poſlible, that thinking 
themſelves ſafely immured within their own 
walls, and as no complaints are heard by them 
within, they may ſuppoſe that none of their pro- 
ceedings can be brought into notice without.” 


6 For of delivery, read, of the delivery 


67 , 10 For acquieſced to, read, acquieſced in 


69 


70 


76 


. ib. 


7 For reflects great honour in, read, reflects great | 
" honour on 


16 For i injurious, read, injuriouſty 


1 For tho” odious the falſe, read, the odious tho! falſe: 
21 For nor, read, act. 
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ADDRESS, &c: 


| is by no means uncommon for à plain man 
with good intentions to be ſo confident of the truth 
of what he may propoſe (either for private or 
public benefit) as not to be ſufficiently cautious 
in guarding againſt. the artifice, power and in- 
tereſt of thoſe who come within the line of his 
notice: and by ſuch omiſſion it is frequently ſeen 
that the beſt intentions. are defeated: the exer- 
tion and influence uſed to obſcure it is generally 
ſeen to ariſe in equal propertion with the impor- 
tance of the object in view. Therefore as little 
or no benefit has as yet accrued to the public 
from the bold charges and aſſertions made in a 
pamphlet, which was publiſhed in 1793, entitled, 
Obſervations on Frauds practiſed in the Collection 
of the Salt Duties, and the Miſconduct of Officers 
ſtated; nd from other proceedings, it ap- 
B pears 
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pears to be incumbent on the author not only ts 


vindicate his conduct from the want of caution 


above alluded to, but from any other ſuſpicion 


which may ariſe injurious to his integrity ; ſince 


this would have been an unpardonable omiſſion 
in him who ſtates in the beginning of the Obſer- 
vations, &c. that from experience he knew that 


redreſs was not to be expected from the Salt- 
Office. From which reaſon it ſhouid ſeem ne- 


ceſſary, in juſtice to his own character and repu- 


tation, that he ſhould requeſt the public to attend 


to the following narrative of his proceedings 
throughout this buſineſs, as well as to ſome points 


be may make on the various occurrences —_ 
have happened in the ſeveral years he has been 


ſo principally concerned in it, before they paſs 
their judgement on his conduct, or conſider him 
to be defeated in the ſucceſs of his arduous un- 


dertaking. 


0 the above pamphlet the author endeavoured 
to be as conciſe as the importance of the various 


aſſertions would admit, conſidering the authority 


and weight of thoſe whoſe intereſt it was to baffle 


and defeat the intended good. The Reply to a 
Pamphlet called a Refutation of the Charges, &c. 


is as ſhort likewiſe as could conitently be for 


the 
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the purpoſe of proving the faid Refutation to be | 


Confirmation of th Charges, &c. it profeſſed to 


refute, but how ſa ſucceſs has attended this at- 
rape, the reader will form his own opinion. 


Although the author of this Addreſs to the 
Public is from every motive deſirous of intruding 
as little on the reader's time as poſſible, and par- 


ticularly on ſo dry a ſubje&, conſcious of his ina- 
bitt to afford er tertainment even on any ; yet 


ſtanding ſingle and unſupported as he does in fo 
arduous a taſk as to obtain juſtice and promote 


an increaſe to the revenue, notwithſtanding the 


oppoſition of many intereſted and therefores earn- 


eſt perſons, and diſcouraged by officers under the 
controul of a Board which ſeems to have acted 
by its own cuſtoms and private rules, without 


adhering ſtrictly to the laws and conſtitution 


of this country; it will be neceſſary from the na- 
ture of ſuch a ſituation that I omit no proceeding 


that tended to promote the benefit of the public 


TI had in view, or the juſtification of my own con- 
duct; to let none of the extraordinary occurrences 


which have happened in the buſineſs paſs unno- 


| ticed, and eſpecially as they will give ſome idea 
of the very powerful intereſt which has been 
made in oppolitcn - to me. Although I may ap- 
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44 
pear to have been ridiculed for my preſumption 
in this undertaking, I flatter myſelf that the juſt: 


neſs of my complaint and charges, &c. and my 
firm and ſteady perſeverance has deterred even 


the Commiſſioners of Salt Duties from putting 
me to the teſt, notwithſtanding I have been de- 
manded to prove my cha- ges, aid have done it 
according to their directions, and ſolicit nothing 
ſo much as to be called upon to prove them in 
any court according to the laws and conſtitution 
of this country. Should I ſucceed in this my ſo- 


licitation; I am confident that preſumption will 


attach to my opponents, and not to myſelf. 


It is ſtated in p. 5, 6 and 7 of the Obſervations, 


Kc. that on account of a near relation's loſs of 
her huſband, which happened in the beginning of 


the year 1772, I became acquainted with the 


whole of the falt trade, the widow being left with 
the management of conſiderable ſalt works in the 


Iſle of Portſea ; I thereby ſoon diſcovered great 


inattention in the ſalt officers to their duty, and 
that they gave indulgence to ſome importers in 


preference to athers; nor was it long before it 
appeared evident to me that partiality was ſhewn 
at the Salt-Office in fayour of the proprietors of 

refineries, 


43 
refineries, and conſequently to the prejudice of 


marine ſalt proprietors, independent of all the 
local advantages the refineries enjoyed. 


Before the end of two years I waited twice on 
Mr. Elliott, the late Secretary at the Salt-Office, 
who had profeſſed great eſteem for my relations 
| huſband and his family, to whom I not only made 
my complaints, but aſſured him thatI would bring 
evidence to prove them; however all was in vain, 
no credit was to be obtained for any thing 1 
aſſerted, as he declared thit one or two of the 
Proprietors of the refineries. were his particular 
friends, and he was aſſured that they had no ad- 
vantage, but that the balance was clearly againſt 
them; being aſſured to the contrary, I deter 
to obtain all the information I could, and wait 
the opportunity of communicating it in a diffe- 
rent channel than through the Salt-Office ; ; the 
above experience, and common report, giving me 
very fmall hopes of ſucceſs from that quarter. 
About the year 1788, I applied to a reſpectable 
gentleman to preſent my complaints to the Right 
Honourable Lord North, then Firſt Lord of the 
"Treaſury, in reſpect to the advantages the re- 
| fineries had in compariſon with the Marine Salt 
Works, to which this gentleman readily con- 

ſented | 


(SY) 


ſented. I was much obliged to him. and under 
the principle of candour told him that before 1 
could think myſelf entitled to his confidence, it 
ſeemed neceſſary for me to appriſe him of the 


full contents of my requeſt, I therefore drew up 
the whole of my complaints at that time, and 
preſented them to him for his conſideration, and 


waited on him in a ſhort time after, when he ſaid 


that he was under the neceſſity of declining his 
aſſiſtance, for the ſubject was of that ſort which 


would operate againſt the intereſt of his particular 
friends. enn no other fair opportunity of- 


fered, and the trade of Marine Salt became ſo 


exceedingly oppreſſed about the year 1790, that 
I was determined to bring my complaint forward 
in the beſt manner which ſhould occur to me, as 
it ſeemed neceſſary for my relation to relinquiſh 
her works, (as many of the proprietors at Lym- 
ington had done) if redreſs could not be obtained. 
Therefore, being from my own obſervation, and 


from the information [ had collected, aſſured that 


great loſs attended the revenue from the frauds 
practiſed with the countenance of officers, and 
being confident likewiſe from the information of 
officers and others, that great increaſe of weight 
is obtained when the refined ſalt is weighed im- 

mediately 


. . 
mediately from the hot warchouſe, and expoſed 
a time to the natural moiſture of the atmoſphere, 


| and that thereby the revenue ſuſtains very conſi- 


derable Joſs indeed, and the above being a Cir- 


cumſtance which operates againſt the revenue in 


many other inſtances, and as the Right Hon. 
Mr. Pitt has ever been approved for his ſtrict 
attention to the juſt receipt of the revenue, I 
judged that the moſt favourable line I could pur- 
fue was to obtain permiſſion to communicate the 
information I had, with my obſervations and ſenti- 
ments on the ſubje& to him. Under the above 


reſolution, about Auguſt, in the year 1791, I re- 


queſted a reſpectable gentleman to procure me 
the favour of having my papers laid before the 
Right. Hen. Mr. Pitt. My requeſt being com- 
plied with, I drew up ſome examples to prove 


that I did not proceed without a tolerable foun- 


dation, together with various obſervations and 


arguments; and ſtating that I had experienced 


that no redreſs was to be had from the Commiſſi- 
oners, and remarked that the phyſical ſalt made 


at the Sal Almoniac Works paid no duty, and 


that large quantities of common ſalt were ſold 
from the ſaid works which paid no duty likewiſe ; 
and further, that by the preſent mode of allowing 


alt for the uſe of the fiſheries, it gave the oppor- 


tunity, 
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tunity of introducing conſiderable quantities of 


ſa't for other uſes without duty, and that large g 
quantities of ſalt were actually bought and ſold 
without paying any duty at all, Hr ERR that 1 
I am confident that this indulgence gives a | 
larger g gain from the fiſheries than all other Cir- 
cumſtances together: all theſe particulars I left 


about the oath of October, in the ſame year, 


with the above gentleman. Soon after hearing 
that one of the Deputy Salt Meters had, from 
a principle of juſtice, collected many inſtances 
of mal practices in the port of London, which 


came within his own knowledge, I deſired to be 
informed of the name of ſuch meter, and when I 


had learn'd this, I deſired he might be aſſured that 
I had preſented my chjerratiing on the ſubject, 4 
and that he ſhould, if willing, unite with me in 


the endeavour to effect this good purpoſe ; and 


I received for anſwer, that the meter, Robert 


Jones, conſented to unite with me, but not with 
others in this endeavour. Upon this unexpected 


acquiſition of the authentic information I knew 
a Deputy Salt Meter was able to bring forward, 
I thought it proper to inform the _ gentle- 


man of it, and to conſult kim whether it would 


not be moſt adviſeable to defer the troubling Mr. 


Pitt until I could obtain Mr. Robert Jones's ex- 


amples 


* 
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amples and obſervation, and preſent them toge- 
ther with my own. To do this took up ſo much 

time that Mr. Pitt did not receive them until a 
few. weeks before the meeting of Parliament, con- 
ſequently he could have little leiſure to attend to 
them until after that ſeſſions. I cannot omit ob- 
ſerving how much I was ſurprized when the 
above gentleman told me that he was not a 
ſtranger to the ſubject, although I was not to ex- 
' pet that he could take any other part in the bu- 
ſineſs than procuring my papers to be preſented 
to Mr. Pitt. He faid that ſome of his friends who 
were proprietors of Marine Salt Works, had a fer 
years before applied to Mr. Pitt, in hopes of ob- 
taining ſome relief, particularly for the remiſſion 
of the duty on coals uſed in the manufacture of 
their ſalt, and ſaid that although Mr. Pitt could 
not grant their requeſt, for good reaſons; yet he 
ſeemed to be ſenſible that they were in need of 
relief, and appeared to be willing to have af- 
| forded it, if his friends could have given ſuffi- 
cient information to have authoriſed him ſo to 
do; and ſaid that he believed that his friends 
had no conception of the magnitude of the in- 
formation I had obtained, and deſired me to 
| communicate the whole to a worthy gentleman, 


from 
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from whom he was ſure I ſhould receive muelt 
aſſiſtance, I readily promiſed, as may be ſuppoſed, 
I} to perform this his requeſt, and entered upon it 
i with much ſolicitude. I told him that J was 
[lj _ acquainted with the application he had noticed, 
1 W having been requeſted to unite in it, both with my 
i if  affiſtance and in expence on the part of my rela- 
il fl! tion, I readily complied in the firſt, but declined 
i ; | the latter requeſt, being aſſured that ſucceſs 
f 0 Would not attend the application, having been one 
| Mt 2 of a committee appointed by the Commiſſioners | 
| | Wi of the Thames Navigation, a ſhort time before, 
| | Fil 5 to apply to the Right Hon. Mr. Pitt, for the re- 
| | In miſſion of the London port duty only, on the 
| | nn coals which paſſed a ſtated diſtance above Lon- 
| i don, for the purpoſe of expending the amount of 
( | fil! the ſaid remiſſion in the improvement of the- 
Fil navigation of the Thames. In this application 
| | we had not been ſucceſsful, and I had conceived 
| i that the arguments uſed againſt us applied to 
lt it them with greater force, as it was not likely that 


Mr. Pitt ſhould find opportunity to conſider the 
| papers I had preſented during the ſeſſions, ſo it was 
HEM | not extraordinary that they ſhould not be thought 
Wil of afterwards, until ſomething occurred which 

might bring them to mind; therefore fearing leſt 
| his important matter ſhould be forgotten, 1 
| begged 
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| begged to be indulged with permiſſion to wait 


on the Right Hon. Mr. Pitt, to have ſome con- 
verſation on this ſubject. I was appointed to 
the honour of waiting on him on the 1oth of 


November, 1792. I then took the liberty of 


ſaying, that as no acceſs was to be had to the 
Commiſſieners of Salt Duties, I expected no re- 


dreſs from them, and as they could not from their 


ſituation be expected to have any knowledge of 
the buſineſs, other than they derived from their 
officers, on whom they had no check, conſe- 


- quently they could not have the means of know- . 
ing whether they were deceived by them or 


not. Although the accounts, &c. might be kept 
very accurately in their office, yet having no con- 
trouler over the whole of their collection, they were 
under the neceſſity of confiding in their collectors, 


and therefore whatever bad practices they may be 


guilty of, the Commiſſioners have not the means 
of detecting them, Mr. Pitt deſired me to ex- 
plain ſome of the charges I had brought torward, 


.and required much information on ſeyeral ac- 
counts. I ſaid that I came forward for the pur- 
poſe of promoting juſtice and doing good; that 
I TI would give information, to the beſt of my abili- 
cy, without any reſervation to my relation's in- 


C 2 tereſt, 
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tereſt, but on the contrary, I would give the 
turn of the ſcale againſt her. I ſaid I had en- 
mity to no one, I did not wiſh to remove a per- 
ſon from the Salt- Office, and that I had no avari- 
cious views. Being aſked in what proportion the 
increaſe amounted to by weighing the ſalt from 
the hot warehouſes, I ſaid it could not be 
aſcertained, but from experiment, though ſup: 
poſed to be between a 7th and oth part. In 
anſwer to a queſtion whether the quality of the 
ſalt would be injured if the hot warehouſes were 
not uſed? I anſwered that I ſuppoſed it might, 
but. I had no experience of it, (but I am now 
certain that the hot warehouſes may be uſed 
under ſuch regulations as will not be injurious 
to the revenue, nor an injuſtice to thoſe, or to the 
marine ſalt propietors). Mr, Pitt then fixed upon 
three' of the charges of frauds, and aſked 'me if 
1 could attend him on the 12th, the Monday 
following, and give him proof of them, I ſaid 
I undoubtedly could, without the aſſiſtance of 
the papers, which I left with him, and withdrew, 
I waited on Mr. Pitt on the 12th, as propoſed, 
when he informed me that he had not time him- 
{elf to give me the attention he wiſhed, but. ſaid 


mr his Cry; — Long. who was preſent, 
* | 
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would give every attention to all the information 
E ſhould give him; Mr. Pitt then aſked me to ex- 
plain ſeveral of the complaints, and particularly to 
give an explanation of the charge called a drum- 
bead to Mr. Long; he then reminded me that 1 
was to prove three of the charges he had pointed 
out, which I did in ſuch a manner as for Mr. Pitt, 
to acknowledge that it was to his ſatisfaction. 
was then deſired to retire, and Mr. Long would 
wait on me; he did ſo ſhortly, and informed me 
that Mr. Pitt would conſider the buſineſs, and 1 
might call on Mr. Long in a ſhort time; which 
J accordingly did, and Mr. Long acquainted mg 
that Mr. Pitt had deſired him to tell me that it 
was proper that this buſineſs ſhould paſs through 
the Salt-Office, and deſired me to preſent my com- 
plaints to the Commiſſioners of the Salt Puties. 
L confeſs, that being confident no redreſs, was tq 
be expected from the Commiſſioners of Salt Du; 
ties, I felt this meſſage rather unpleaſantly; but 
I ſoon ſaw the propriety, on Mr. Long's ſtating 
it, and ſaying he feared: there was too good 
ground for complaints. After a little conſidera- 
tion, I determined to wait on, Mr. King, the 
Secretary, at the Salt-Office, when I informed him 
of the nature of the complaints I had to make, 
and — * wiſh. in the ſtrongeſt terms af 
=; producing 


En 


producing E regulation of abuſes in a way that 


would obviate the neceſſity of my preſenting the 
complaints; I told him how well I was acquainted 
with the whole of the buſineſs; I begged him to 
procure me an introduction to the Commiſſioners, 


for I could convince them of the truth of my 


complaints, and avoid unpleaſant conſequences 
and on the other hand I. aſſured him that the 
Commiſſioners would find me a ſteady and perſe- 
vering man in ſo good a cauſe. I enquired of 


Mr. King the method I ſhould purſue to intro- 


duce my complaints to the Commiſſioners. He 
told me they were to be directed to him, and it was 


his province to lay whatever was proper before 
them. | e 


Before 1 fixed upon any ſpecific complaint and 
charge which I thought proper to lay before the 
Right Hon. Mr. Pitt, I was acquainted with- the 


means of proving by evidence every one of thoſe 


I produced; therefore as my principal attention 
was employed in ſelecting a few inſtances by 


which I might prove each charge, and to arrange 
them in ſome, though not in a regular order. 1 
was enabled to deliver my complaints, &c. to 
Mr. King by the latter end of November, 1792, 
to be by him laid before the Commiſſioners of the 

Salt 


ta) 

Salt Duties, with the letter I preſented at the 

above time. Some obſervatious on them are con- 

tained in part of my pamphlet entitled Obſerva- 

tions on Frauds, &c. from part of p. to part of 
* The charges are fix 1 in number. 


I be firſt, The remiſſneſs of as officers 1 in the 
diſcharge of their duty. 


The ſecond; That 4 have known of ſhips 
which have delivered over the quantity ſtated by 
the permit to have been ſhipped, and ſeized only 
a very ſmall proportion of the ſurplus according 
to their duty, and ſuffered the revenue to be de- 
frauded of the remainder, but to accompliſh 
this they made a falſe entry, whereby the Com- 
miſſioners of Salt Duties were deceived in a two 
fold degree; the one, by the real quantity deli- 
vered from the ſhip being concealed from them, 
and the other by obtaining merit from the Com- 
miſſioners by ſeizing a ſmall quantity when they 
ought to have ſeized the whole, inſtead of giving 
it to the importer, and thereby defrauding the 
revenue. Theſe inſtances clearly prove that the 
officers impoſe on the Commiſſioners and their 
Secretary, and laugh at them, notwithſtanding 

5 | Mr. 
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Mr. King TR told me, that they hae fuch a 
check upon their officers, that they cannot de- . 


ceive them ; but upon my expoſtulating with him 
on the abſurdity of ſuch an idea, when he knew 


that there was not a perſon in_the Office who had 


knowledge of any thing out of it, he acknow- 


ledged the truth of my obſervation, but ſaid that 
Mr. Warren, and I think he mentioned a Mr. 
Williams, were Collectors in whom they could 


place great confidence; and ſaid moreover, that 
they did the beſt they could : by which I preſume, 


he meant that the Commiſſioners and theſe officers 
exerted themſelves in fulfilling the -truſt ys 


in them, as far as men could 80. 


The third, that officers. odtuiive at a particular 


mode of fraud practiſed under the management 
of Mr. Weſton's ſcorers, called a drum-head, and 


by which the real quantity in the ſhip is not 


known; therefore the quantity ſtated to the Com- 


miſſioners is leſs than the ſhip did contain. It 
may not be improper juſt to mention, that Mr. 


Weſton has been accuſtomed to ſend people of 


his own appointment to deliver his ſalt ſhips, un- 
controuled by officers, meters, or others, and even 


to deliver ſhips without being properly entered. 


The 
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The fourth; That: officers have taken 8 in 


dup and entertainment to ſuffer frauds. to be 
Ay on the revenue. 


[ 


The fifth; T hat offices bare 2 that ſhips 


ane: delivered a leſs quantity, than they did deli- 


ver, for the purpoſe: of deceiving the Commiffi- 
oners and defraudin g the revenue. 


— The: Gxth 1s. of a „ nature, for 
notwithſtanding the ſhip delivered a greater quan- 
tity than was ſtated to be ſhipped: in her, inſtead 
of ſeizing the ſurplus, the officers reported to the 


Commiſſioners that the ſhip loſt ſo much ſalt as 
to authorize 21 tons 1 qr. 6 buſh. to be ſhipped 


duty free; which is the ſame in fact as drawing 


upon the revenue for near 200l. and giving the 


money to the importer. 


Soon aſter the date I received the — 
Jettr: 3 8 Fe | | 
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Buy order of the c I am 
to acquaint you that they have given the ſeveral 


com plaints ſtated by you, of negligence, ſupine- 
jo | neſs, 
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( 18 45 
neſs, and fraud, in the comntud of their: ele in 


the port of London in charge to them, and re- 
quired their anſwer thereto; and hy their report 


they aſſert, that ſuch accuſations are undeſerved 


and unfounded, which they offer to prove; it 


therefore behoves you, and the Commiſſioners ex- 


pedct, after your having made ſuch charges againft 
them, that you ſubſtantiate the ſame, by pro- 
ducing affidavits of the facts, and that you tranſ- 
mit the ſame to the Board, for their er 5 
de ration. 0 921 
Signed) . e 0M w. B. "HI 


« SALT-Orrick, Dec. 12, OE 


After receiving the above letter, I waited on 
Mr. King, to enquire of him, if the Commiſſioners 
had any particular mode for the affidavits to be 
drawn up by? Being anſwered in the negative, 
[ examined the evidence myſelf to every parti- 
cular inſtance, before I drew up any affidavit; 
when the whole were compleated, I delivered 
them to Mr. King, and they were preſented to 
the Commiſſioners on the 8th of January, 1793, 
with the letter, as ſtated in the om &c. 


in part of p. 25 to the end N 43. 


To 
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To prove the firſt charge, the four Deputy 
Salt-Meters ſwear, that Samuel Warren, the Col- 
lector, was hardly known to them, and that the 
other officers have not attended the delivery of 
falt- . until very lately. 


4: -; 
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To prove the 1ſt inſtance of the 2d charge, 


Robert man and Jun Wilfon have made aff. 
— ; 1 55 
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To prove the!” 24 Hnflance „ the 2d a charge, 
Robert Jones has made an affidavit. 


— of :theradaln 
Jones „ has made. an affidavit. 
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10 f prove the iſt ra, m he 2d 2 
Robert Jones, 2 age and en W van 
—_ mann affidavits-. 2401 
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To aaa) the ak inflante * the - d 
Robert Jones, Harry Walker, and Soal Chriſtmas, 
have made afhdavits. | 


* 
» 7 p 5 
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20 e the 1d. inftance of the 3d charge, 
Robert Jones, Harry Walker, John Stanton, and 
Soal Chriſtmas, have made affidavits. 1 
1 „„ D 2 10 
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To prove the 1ſt inſtance of the 4th charge, 
Robert Jones and an * _ n+ 
affidavits. 

To prove the 2d inſtance of the 4th charge, 

Robert Jones has made an affidavit. 
Io prove the 1ſt inſtance of the gth charge, 
Robert Jones, James Wilſon, John Grimes, and 
Richard Betts, have made affidavits, and the re- 
cords of the py of . od be re- 
J en ; 495] 


To prove the 2d inſtance of the zth charge, 


Robert Jones, James Wilſon, John Grimes, and 


Richard Betts, have made affidavits, and reference 


may be had to the records 4 of the city of — 


9 1 
6111 


To prove the of W of the 5th. 4 


Robert Jones and James Wilſon have made afh- 


davits, and the records of the * of London may 
be referred . 


Jo prove the 4th inſtance of the 5th charge, 
James Wilſon has made an affida vit, and reference 
may be had to the records of the city of London, 


TE: To 


WTR an ur A 


enn 

I o prove the 6th charge, John Grimes has 
* an affidavit, and the records of the city of 

| London may be referred to. 


Moſt of the above inſtances and charges — 
me additional proof of the Deputy alt- Meters 
books. (In juſtice both to the ſalt importers and 
the officers who are noticed in the inſtances al- 
ready adduced for their mal practices, I muſt here 
obſerve, that if I had not withheld many inſtances 
of a like nature to thoſe already produced, very 
few of the importers, and not more than one of 
the officers, would have any cauſe to exult at 
their being without imputation of offence in the 
public opinion; as their miſconduct can be equally 
well N with the reſt) 


Before I oa the affidavits to "the Com- 
ml, I had communicated my proceedings 
in this buſineſs to the gentlemen Marine Salt Pro- 
prietors and requeſted their countenance and 
| ſupport, which I did likes. 'ſe to the gentlemen 

of the White Chapel Company of Salt Impor- 

ters, well knowing they had not been in the 

practiſe of the above frauds and were ſufferers by 
them. Having no confidence in the gentlemen 
, at 
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at the Salt:Office, and d that: I might be 
there fixed without ſome countenance. and ſup- 
port, I obtained a meeting of Salt Importers, and 
Proprietors of Salt Works, to be held at the 
| George and Vulture, on the 23d of January, 
1793, which was adjourned to the 2 5th. The 
many important obſervations that were made at 
that meeting, are ſtated in the Obſervations, &c. 
from p. 43, to part of p. 49. A Committee of 
Proprietors was held on the ſame day, by which 
it was reſolved to requeſt Mr. Vanderſtegen to 
apply firſt to the Board of Salt Commiſſioners, 
tor information reſpecting the complaints made to 
them againſt the Salt Officers within the port of 
London, for various frauds and omiſſions of duty: 
and likewiſe to wait on the Right Hon. Mr. Pitt, 
the Miniſter, to explain the proceedings of the 
before- mentioned meetings, and to report any 
anſwers to the Committee at their next meeting. 


At the above meeting of the Committee, the 
proprietor of the ſalt works being preſent, whoſe 
partner had given information at the Salt-Office 
that the Collector at thoſe works had offered 
him 5gool. a year, if he would ſuffer him to ma- 
nage the duties on his ſalt in the ma ner he ſtated. 
This circumſtance, and the treatment the Pro- 
prietor 


( 23 ) 
pPrietor received at the Salt-Office is ſtated in 
p. 53 of the Obſervations, &c. But the gentle- 
men reverting to this circum ange, the name 
and defeription of the collector Williams being 
given, and (if I am right in my conception, that 
Mr. King mentioned the name of Williams 
to be the other confidential collector with Mr. 
Warren, as above obſerved, it is not improbable 
that this Williams is that perſon,) a proprietor of 
a diſtant work not only recollected a knowledge 
of the man, but as a proof of its. being one and 
the ſame perſon, related ſeveral notoriouſly in- 
famous tranſactions this colle&or had been guilty 
of, both in the above and other capacities, and 
-which had come to the knowledge of both the 
gentlemen preſent ; from which I obſerved that 
he poſſeſſed the full ability to deceive the Com- 
miſſioners, and which ſeems to endear them ſo 
much to their officers, viz. to ſeize or notice a 
ſmall part or offence, under the pretence of ho- 
neſty, for the purpoſe of ſanctioning a great fraud 
or offence. Strange and unaccountable as it 
muſt appear, although there has not been reſolu- 
tion enough to continue the collector as above 
accuſed in the ſame collection, vet he, like other 
_ accuſed officers, Sedgrove and Lock, is promoted 
by an appointment to a collection of ,_icater profit 

| at 
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at Briſtol. The gentlemen of the Whitechapel 
Company of Salt Importers, ignorant of the frauds, 
&c. which I diſcloſed to them, profeſſed them- 
ſelves willing to give me aſſiſtance, but ſaid they 
had not the means of getting information, except 
through myſelf; they knew that loſs rather than 
gain attended that branch of their trade, they con- 


jectured that ſome malpractices muſt have 


been 


uſed, but had no idea of the extent of them. When 
I read the charges and proofs againſt Meſſ. Bowley 


and Co. they ſaid they were aſtoniſhed that ſuch a 
man could be guilty of ſuch an offence to com- 
mon juſtice, who was of ſo ſerious: deportment, 


and made ſuch ſtrong profeſſions of religion. The 
proprietors who attended the meeting, and thoſe | 
likewiſe who did not, but continue their works, 
have informed me that they were all ready to 
render me aſſiſtance, but had not the opportunity 
of obtaining information. I cannot omit remark- 
ing here, that one of the proprietors at the Com- 
mittee, ſaid that he had been ſome weeks in the 
neighbourhood of the refineries, and that from the 
information he was enabled to obtain, he thought 
that the increaſe of weight ariſing from the re- 
fined ſalt being weighed from hot warehouſes and 
expoſed to the air was nearly a 1oth part. After 
delivering the affidavits to Mr. King, I heard no- 


thing 
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thing from the Commiſſioners, but I was inform- 
ed that the affidavits were read in ſeveral of the 
ale · houſes the officers. reſorted to, and that the 
officers. expreſſed themſelves confident of being 
ſupported, whatever charges might be brought 
againſt them; and that my pet, and the Deputy 
Meters were to be cruſhed by the combination 
and importance of thoſe importers who benefited 
by the frauds, and the officers who ſupported 
them ; without taking into their conſideration 
that plain men, with 8 intentions, and ſup- 
ported by ſtubborn facts, are not eaſily ſubdued, 
and eſpecially when they have avoided the bring- 
ing forward ſome of thoſe very officers whole 
teſtimony muſt confirm the juſtice of the charges 
made; this ſort of evidence has hitherto been 
withheld, from a principle of humanity ; expe- 
rience having given but too juſt reaſon to ſup- 
poſe that if any officer prefumed to diſcharge his 
duty according to his oath he would Gon be 
_ . deprived of his ſtation. . Having been informed 
that a Board of Commiſſioners was to be held on 
N the z9 h of January, 1793, in compliance with 
the requeſt of the Committee of Salt Proprietors, 
1 acquainted Mr. King, the Secretary, that I was 
appointed by the Committee of thoſe gentlemen 


to wait on, the Commiſſioners, if I might be per- 
: © we a „ md 


mitted ſo to do. When learning from the Secre! 
tary that no admittance was to be had, I ſaid 
that I was requeſted to beg the Commiſſioners to 
inform me of their ——— in reſpect to the 
complaints made againſt their officers; and that 
they would be fo obliging as to acquaint me with 
their determination, that I might lay the ſame 
before the Committee. To this meſſage the Se- 
cretary, on his return, delivered me the following 


_ anſwer: © That they ſhould do their duty in inveſ- 


, * Ggatipg this buſineſs, and that they ſhould after- 
* wards take ſuch ſteps as they ſhould think proper,” 
But from the converſation 1 had with the Secre- 


| tary, I learnt that the officers accuſed had made 


many affidavits, and likewiſe that the Commiſ- 
fioners ſeemed to doubt whether greater credit 
ſhould not be given to the affidavits of the officers 

accuſed of defrauding the revenue, than to the 
affidavits of thoſe whoſe object muſt be to promote 


juſtice, never conſidering that the affidavits in 


ſeveral initances were ſupported by the Records 


of Courts of Juſtice, beſide the addition of the 


Deputy Meters books. Though to this it may 
be replied by them, without inducing me to ſubæ 


ſcribe to the opinion, that theſe Meter's books 


are a ſort of evidence to which they chooſe not to 


- give any weight. It will naturally be ſuppoſed 


from 


WD 


1 from my Obſervations, Sc. and | from the genera- 


lity of my ſentiments, that any thing done at the 
Salt-Office would not gre atly ſurpriſe me; but. 
notwithſtanding, when F pure ed the very pro- 
per letter I received by. order of the Commiffi- 
oners, in juſtification of. their officers reputation, 
and which directed me to ſubſtantiate the charges 
I had made againſt them by affidavits, Kc. I muſt 
acknowledge that I was aſtoniſhed when the Se- 
cretary delivered the Commiſſioners anſwer, and 
informed me of the accuſed officers affidavits, 
even though 1 knew of them before. In what 
ſituation the Commiſſioners conſider themſelves 
I know not, but I am certain that the excellent 
conſtitution of this country affords protection to 
the property of every individual, and has not 
veſted authority in any Board of Commiſſioners, 
or Court of Juſtice to judge the evidence of any 
perſon to be inadmiſſible at their pleaſure. | But 
the reaſon given Why the Commiſſioners of Salt 
Duties uſe this power is of a very extraordinary 
nature,—becauſe the perſons accuſed have made 
affidavits that they are not guilty of the charges 
made againſt them ; whereas the willingneſs of 
the accuſed perſons to ſwear that they are inno- 
cent of the practices laid to their charge, i is the 
Brongeſt 
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"SER © reaſon why the Commiſſioners ſhould' 


have adopted the faireſt mode of ſupporting them, | 
by giving them the opportunity of meeting their 


accuſers openly ; but to ſuffer theſe men to walks 


affidavits of their innocence, is not only giving 
countenance to perjury, but it is folly likewiſe, 


for the affidavit of an accuſed perſon by no means 


exonerates bim, What opinion muſt thinkipg 


perſons form of a Judge on the Bench, if upon 
the offer of a criminal to make affidavit of his 


innocence, he was at once to acquit the priſoner, 
and diſcharge the proſecution ? The moſt chari i- 
table opinion that cauld be formed muſt be that 
ſuch a perfon had very imperfe&tly fulfilled his 
duty. But here we are to conſider in what light 
this conduct will appear, if there is only ground 
to ſaſpeRt that theſe officers had aſſented to their 
guilt, but were adviſed to make aftidavits to the 

contrary, In my letter to the Commiſſioners, 
when ! preſented the affidavits, and proofs of the 
charges, I demanded that 1 my evidence ſhould be 


proſecuted for perjury, if deſerving of it; I there- 


fore from the order to, me to ſubſtantiate my 
charges, conſidered myſelf entitled to a fair dif- 
cuſſion of them ; I am not, in juſtice to my 
country, to my evidence, and myſelf, to be ſatis- 
fied w ithout i. 1 conſider the Commiſſioners 

conduct 


(9) 
conduct f in this inſtance alf! injliry to the * conſt 
tution of the country; it renders © the property of 


falt proprietors almoſt as inſecure las if at the df 
poſal of a Nane tribunal,” 5 gay g Ds Toy . 
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Every one knows ; that 10 the Comnifföners 
of the. various taxes give up 'their tim, trouble 
and expence without recompence, and take an 
oath | to diſcharge their duty” Without partiality 
or prejudice; it is thet&fort to be fuppoſed 
hat he: Commiſſioners of the Salt Duties, W 
| libera berally fewarded for their trouble, tale 
i ry to the above import, which! oatlt 1 
Lonſider as highly latisfactory, It being a good 

gilard againſt * improper applications!" I. have 
cen told" that the Commiſliohers in their Juſtifi- 
cation fay, that they have followed the Euſtoms 
and rules of their office In his" inſtance; poſſi- 
bly they may, and if it is ſo, that certainly is 
2 the reaſon why the general opinion is that no re- 
| dreſs is. to be expected from them, and tlie beſt 
reaſon why the ſooner” an alteration is made the 
better. T have heard that, it good ground could 
have been found, 1 mould have been profecuted 
for the ſtand I have made; but as my intention 
is to diſcharge my doty 1 as a. member of 
a ts "HO : 


ar 


* 23 


* 

4 
22 
2 

* 
v4 


( 30 I 
fociety, 1 have no fear on that 3 L entered 


on this bulineſs with long experience and great 


information; Y 1 undertook it on principles of 
juſtice and public s good. No perſon can re 


4% 4+ % 


| life, but a promote the = wiſh, and to xd 


tain, the juſtice I think! is due, I. have offered to 


+7 3 # & & + 


to regulate the Salt, Duties, and encreaſe the re- 


venue 290,000]. per annum, provided that very 


mogerate expences are repaid me, and two confie 


fidential perſons are appointed to afliſt me, and 
that if ſuccels attends my endeavours, a com- 
penſation ſhall be made to my family fully equa} 
to the; loſs ſuſtained; therefore it cannot be ſuſ- 


pedted that I mall deſiſt from any exertions ; and 


although my abilities are mean, I believe it is 
known that I can pegſerers with ſome ſteadineſs. 


On u receiving the then anſwer from the Com- | 
miſſioners, 1 drew up a narra tive of 41 r 
Pitt befred 1 would preſent my complaints nag | 
charges to that Board; and requeſted Mr, Long 
to preſent it to Mr. Pitt on the 12th of January, 
1793; and on the. goth of the ſame month 1 
waited on Mr. Long with further information, 

who 


1 

who returned me the preceding letter, and aſkett 
me if 1 had any objection to Mr. Pitt's commu- 
nicating every thing I had ſtated to him to the 
8 of Salt Duties, and conſult them; 
and whether I would then come forward. I 
anſwered, that my object was good to the public 
in general, and the individuals in particular who 
had been long injured ; that I was ready and de- 
firous of doing any thing that would promom 
that end; that it had been my wiſh to remove 
none, but I thought it might be neceſſary te con- 
troul and correct the Office. Mr. Long then ſaid 
Mr. Pitt's requeſt will give you much trouble, in 
addition to that you have already had: I ſaid I 

did not regard trouble to do good. Mr. Long 
then informed me that Mr. Pitt deſired 1 would 
draw up a memorial and preſent it to the Lords 
Commiſſioners of his Majeſty's Treaſury, ſtating 
all the complaints and grievances I ſhall judge 
proper, giving my opittion likewiſe of the means 
hkely to produce remedies; - in order that the 
Commiſſioners of Salt Duties may be applied to 
for their reaſons why ſuch remedies ſhould not be 
adopted, and to propoſe other modes for that pur- 
poſe. After which the Lords of the Treaſury 
would determine on the my moſt — to re- 


mech 
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medy. the evils. - From the nature of the puknes. 
as well as from the number of complaints and : 
charges, aſſidavits, &c. the memorial muſt una- 
voidably be of conſiderable length; however, L 
drew it up as ſoon as poſſible, and preſented it 
in the * of the following month. 


Notwithſtanding the „ and charges 1 
had preſented to the Commiſſioners of the Salt 
Duties againſt their officers, yet I had frequent 
occaſion to communicate to Mr. Long various 


{ſchemes and plans formed and endeavoured to 


be executed, not only to defraud the revenue in 
preſent, but if they had ſucceeded in their deep- 
laid intentions the duty on falt would have been 
optional on the part of the manufacturer or the 
importer, whether auy ſhould be paid or not. 
As the ſucceſs, of theſe ſchemes depended on 
the appointment of Mr. Weſton and Co's. ſervant 
and ſcorer, Wm. Varranton, and another gentle- 


man, to be Prineipal Salt-Meters and to aſſume 
the office of Deputy Salt-Meter likewiſe, the 
chief part of the following pages will relate 


to this ſubject; and eſpecially as I was under the 


_ neceſſity of publiſhing my Obſervations on Frauds, 


&c. about November, 1 792, on that account, and 
a reaſon 


5 
i reafon analogous, i is now a principal cauſe of 
the preſent intruſion. 


In page 16 of the Obſervations I have ſtated 
that until Robert Jones was appointed a Deputy 
Salt-Meter, Mr. Weſton, who manages the buſi- 
neſs for the Thames-Street Salt Company, was 
under little or no contfoul; that perſons called 
light-fillers, or any perſons however unacquainted 
they might be with the buſineſs, were appointed 
to deliver the ſalt to Mr. Weſton and Co. out of 
their ſhips, and no account kept by any Meter 
of the quantity delivered, but an arbitrary ac- 

count of the quantity delivered was given in at 
the Office by Mr. Weſton's ſervants, called ſcorers. 
But every Meter being ſworn to diſcharge his 
duty faithfully, and Robert Jones ſeeing the im- 
propriety as well as injuſtice of this oroceedig 
and indulgence to Mr. Weſton and Co. (for the 
| ſhips of all other importers were conſtantly at- 
tended by the Meters) inſiſted that Mr. Weſton's 
ſhould be attended by the Deputy Meters, as other 
| ſhips were, and a check kept againſt his ſcorers. 

The above check to Mr. Weſton's practices ne- 

ceſſarily produced frequent obſervations upon and 


8 . to the generality | of his proceedin gS, 


and 
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and naturally likewiſe occafioned a prejudice ts 
Jones in Mr. Weſton's mind, and fo much ſo as 
probably to induce him to form a determination 


to filence the man or procure him to be ed 
from that office. 


The firſt intent will appear by the ftatement I 
have given of facts reſpecting a bond extorted 
from him, in p. 27, 28, 29 and part of zo, in 


the Reply to Mr. Weſton' $ Refutation of my 
—— &c. | 


The ſecond intent is evident, from the part 


"Mr. Weſton took by advancing part of the mo- 
ney to his ſervant Wm. Yarranton, to enable him 
to purchaſe one of the Principal Salt-Meter's places 


in June 1792, long before Mr. Weſton had any 


intimation that Robert Jones would come for- 


ward and diſcover the miſconduct of officers and 


| others, as ſtated 1 in the Charges, and in the Obſer- 
vations, | &c. Wm. Yarranton becoming a Prin- 


cipal Salt-Meter by the ſaid purchaſe, did, in con- 


junction with Mr. Sanders, who purchaſed a 


Principal Salt-Meter's place at the ſame time, 


give notice almoſt immediately to the four De- 


puty Salt-Meters, that they ſhould do the work 
them- - 
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themſelves, or appoint their own Deputies, and 
| that they ſhould receive the pay for the delivery 
of the falt which had been accuſtomed to be re- 
ceived by the Deputy Meters : ſurely nothing but 

an abſolute proof can be ſtronger than this cir- 
cumſtance is of the premeditated intent to get 

rid of Robert Jones and the other Deputy Meters: 
for it was ſo precipitate a ſtep, that it was taken 
before they were appointed to the office. The 
Deputy Meters did not relinquiſh their office in 
_ conſequence of ſo unwarrantable a notice; and 
on that account ſeveral very extraordinary pro- 
ceedings will be found to accompany Mr. Yar- 
ranton's conduct. On the goth of October, 1792, 
Meſſrs. Varranton and Sanders were ſworn into 
their office, and now it is that Wm Yarranton, a 
Principal Salt-Meter, (heretofore a ſinecure Pian | 
{till continuing to be Mr. Weſton and «'o.'s ſer- 
vant and ſcorer, and the aſſumed Deputy Salt- 
Meter, in conjunction with Mr. Sanders, give their 
ſecond notice to the Deputy Salt-Meters, that 
they ſhauld appoint their own Deputies, or do 
their own work, and give notice likewiſe to all 
the ſalt importers by letter. This notice, as it * 
ſomewhat curious in its nature, I ſhall take the 
* of un here. 


ti.. !. 
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ce Salt Miters "Office, 1 37 1 792: 


Sn, 
« WE, two of the four Principal Salt. 


Meters will attend the receipt of ſuch monies 
due to them from the merchants and importers 


of ſalt, and further deſire you will not pay any 


perſon money on this account, unleſs authorized 


in writing under their hands. 
5 We are, SIR, 
| Your very humble ſervants, 


« SAMUEL SANDERS. 
c WN. YARRANTOYN:. 


„Mr. Thomas Seddon.“ 


Notwithſtanding the above notice, the Depu- 
ties doubting the authority of theſe Principals to 
diſcharge them, continued in their office; and 
would not relinquiſh their duty, but firmly per- 
ſevered as officers of .the Corporation of the city 


of London, to deliver all ſhips themſelves. 


On the 5th of November, 1792, an inſtance 


i occurred which not only diſcloſed the fraudulent 
intent of theſe men, but it diſcovered by whom 


they 


4 
they were countenanced and ſupported, for on 
that day the ſhip Cato, Captain Henry Marwood, 
arrived, conſigned to Mr. Weſton and Co. when 
Wm. Yarranton, Mr. Weſton and Co's. ſervant 


. - and fcorer, and one of the principal Salt Meters, 


brought a man who was neither officer nor meter, 
and unſworn, to act as Meter to the above ſhip, 
and ſtopped the ſyorn Deputy Meters in their 

office of delivering it. On the next day, the 
6th, Mr. Bill, a Salt Officer, brought a verbal 
order for the ſalt to be put out of the ſaid ſhip 
into a lighter without weighing. This extraor- 
dinary order was undoubtedly intended to get rid 
of every check the Legiſlature had appointed to 
prevent frauds in the port of London, it rendered 
the offices of Principal and Deputy Salt Meters 
at once of no kind of uſe. 1 ſhall not contend 
whether the order came from the confidential 
collector in London, or from the principal Salt 
Meters; there is every reaſon to believe it had 
the countenance of both, as from converſation I 
have had with Mr. Weſton, and the principal 
Salt Meter continuing to be his ſervant, I con- 


ceived him to be a principal party in the buſineſs. 


However, let the order come from whomſoever 
it might, Robert Jones was ſummoned by the 
other Deputy Meters, and he very properly in- 
| liſted 


. 
ſiſted that the ſalt ſhouid not be delivered with- 
out being weighed. It is worthy of remark that 
on ſuch occaſions the Collector of Salt Duties in 
the port of London 18 officially active, not to 
prevent frauds being practiced on the revenue, 
but to ſanction them, as at this time he ſent a 
written order to Mr. Charles Smith, a Salt Officer, 
directing the ſalt to be put over board unweighed, 
and Wm. Yarranton inſiſted that it ſhould be fo 
done, and ſaid Mr. Weſton the importer, and Mr. 
Aſhton, the proprietor, would ſtand to the conſe- 
quences. A pretty combination indeed; for the 
purpoſe of defrauding the revenue in the groſs; 
_conliſting of Mr. Warren, (the Commiſſioner of 
Salt Duties confidential Collector) Mr. Yarranton, 
one of the principal Salt Meters, and Mr. Weſ- 
ton's ſervant and ſcorer, Mr. Weſton, who jointly. 
with his company, import half the ſalt imported 
into London, and Mr. Aſhton, a proprietor of 
a very large refinery. Robert Jones went in. 
ſearch of Mr. Warren, to explain the impropriety 
of the proceeding, but in vain ; he wrote to him, 
and received threats in anſwer. | 


Although the intent of this ſcheme is obvious, 
vet its extreme notoriety calls for ſomc further 
animadverſion. Mr. Weſton, and others, Who 
; | trade 


4 
trade in refined ſalt, which increaſes very much 
in weight from expoſure to the air, after having 
been kept in an hot warehouſe, have uſed various 
means to defraud the revenue, of deceiving the 
- Commiſſioners, and thereby of injuring all others 
in the ſame branch of trade with themſelves. 
Not content with this, but they have moreover 
by the connivance 'of officers, and by the eaſy 
conſcience and adroitneſs of Mr. Yarranton, ex- 
tended their ſyſtem to the ſmuggling of ſalt from 
the ſhip, and to the prevailing on the officers to 
report the ſhip to have delivered leſs than the 
real quantity. And theſe accounts were made 
known to the trade, and communicated to the 
Salt-Office with ſuch ingenuity, that loſs has been 
believed to have been ſuſtained, and ſalt allowed 
to be ſhipped duty free as a compenſation. All 
theſe operations, as they are of ſo complex a na- 
ture, muſt have been atttended with ſome ex- 
traordinary trouble to the officers, and to Mr. 
Yarranton, and p«{bbly ſome expence to the 
1mporter and the proprietor. But when Mr. 
Varranton was become principal Meter, and 
bad made himſelf Deputy likewiſe, certain of 
the countenance and ſupport of the Collector, 
and therefore of the inferior officers from the cer- 
tainty of their being diſcharged, if they preſumed 
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to have eyes or ears, he had nothing to do but to 
exclude the old Deputics from a ſight of the per- 
mit; then the road would be open and ſtraight 
before them, to an ample remuneration to the 
whole fraternity. 


The above inkfticn | 19 noticed i in . 18th 
and 19th pages of the Obſervervations, &c. As 
I am confident that the Commiſſioners of the Salt 
Duties have been deceived, and by their not at- 
tending to any information, it is very poſlible they 
were ignorant of this tranſaction; but as it has 
now been for a conſiderable time made public, 
and my charges of frauds, as well as proofs, have 
been long preſented and received by them, with- 
out an open and ſatisfactory enquiry being inſti- 
tuted; but on the contrary, countenance has been 
given to the accuſed officers; it is therefore pro- 
bable that the Commiſſioners and Salt Officers in 
London, may be thought unneceſſary, and that 
the expence of their ſalaries, &c. may be ſaved 
to the public, for it ſeems rather unreaſonable 
to pay gentlemen to ſanction frauds on the re- 
venue, when it is their duty and appointment to 
prevent them. Other inftances will occur in 
ſu * port of the above obſervati ion. 5 


| When 
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When I waited on Mr. King, the Secretary at 
the Salt Office, reſpecting the mode of preſenting 
the Charges, &c. I noticed the impropriety of 
Wm. Yarranton's weighing the ſalt to his maſter, 
and intimated that the Commiſſioners ſhould re- 
monſtrate with the Corporation of the City on 
that account ; the anſwer was that the Commiſ- 
ſioners had nothing to do with the city officers, 
However, I found an opportunity of being intro. 
duced to one of the Commiſtioners, and took the 
liberty of ſtating to him my with that the abuſes 
ſhould be regulated, and that I would give any 
aſſiſtance in my power. He replied, © That it 
* could not be believed that abuſes exiſted.” I in- 
formed him that if Wm, Yarranton, Mr. Weſton's 
' ſervant, was ſuffered to afſume the office of De- 
puty Meter, the revenue would be greatly injured; 
to which I received for anſwer, © That the Meters 
were City Officers, ang they had nothing to do 

with them.” = 


After my Charges, and the affidavits, &c. to 
prove them were preſented, the delivery of the 
ſhips was regularly attended to, and the ſurplus 
ſalt paid duty to the revenue; my relation's ſhips 
werd, and continue to be weighed with great 
exactneſs, which I expected, and withed, if all 
G 0 


ER 
are upon the ſame footing ; but Wm. Yarrantor | 
in his ſituation of Principal and Deputy Salt 
Meter, ſoon found a mode of accommodation on 
ſome occaſions, by appointing others, not Me- 
ters, to deliver over weight, and other means may 


be, and are uſed, to render a large ſurplus appear 
to be ſmall, and even a deficiency. 


I confeſs that I did not expect that my relation 
would have occaſion to preſent memorials to the 
Commiſſioners of the Salt Duties, to be relieved 
from the injury and perſecution ſhe ſuffers from 
the conduct of the Collector, and eſpecially as 
this Collector, Mr. King informed me was in- 
truded on the Commiſſioners, when 1 noticed to 
him the impropriety of the appointment, on ac- 
count of his ignorance in the buſineſs. It is true 
that the Deputy Meters continued their duty in 
delivering the ſhips cargoes, but could obtain no 
pay for it, from any of the importers, on account 
of the notice Yarranton and Saunders had given 
them not to pay without their order. It may be 
remarked, that the Deputy Salt Meters, as well 
as Coal Meters, and others, receive, and have 
been accuſtomed to receive, a perquiſite of ſame _ 
ples, viz. a particular meaſure of coals or falt, 
called zh this — This „ Wm. 
H. . Varranton 
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Yarranton had intereſt enough to procure an or- 
der from Mr. Warren, the Collector, for the ſaid 
meaſure or perquiſite to be taken to his maſter, 
Mr. Weſton's warehouſe, and it is proved to be 
continued, whenever opportunity offers of obtain- 
mo information of the fact. 


Notwithſtanding the doubt in reſpect to the 
legality of Wm. Yarranton's acting under the 
aſſumed charaQter of Deputy Salt Meter, he had 
intereſt to obtain countenance enough for the 
permits, ſent from the Cocket Office to deliver 
the Salt Ships, to be withheld from the old De- 
puty Salt Meters. This countenance had a two 

fold effect, it ſeemed to be an approbation of his 
. aſſumption, and it deprived the old Deputy Me- 

ters of the opportunity of checking and detecting 
any miſcondu& in his tranſactions, for he thereby 
became the ſole governor of all the proceedings 
from beginning to end; and continuing the like 
power by being a Principal Meter, and by ma- 
nagement, at this time renders information dith- 


cult to be obtained, even now the Deputy Meters 


are eſtabliſhed, in reſpe& to the ſamples, and on 
other accounts, but eſpecially when favour is in- 
tended towards his friends. _ 
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As the public may not have been informed | 


what the uſage of the Deputy Meters has, until 


now, invariably been, it may be neceſſary for me 
to point out here, that the eſtabliſhed cuſtom has 
een for the Deputy Meters to take ſhips in ro- 


tine as they may arrive in point of time, allowing 


two Deputies to a large, and one to a ſmall ſhip. 


Mr. Varranton has taken the liberty to derange 


this ſyſtem, acting himſelf as a Deputy, although 
he is only a Principal Meter, by which he con- 


trives that moſt of the ſhips (be they large or 


mall) which are conſigned to Weſton and Co. 
ſhall be delivered by himſelf, or any perſon he ſhall 


appoint. 


The Deputy Meters then applied to the Cor- 
poration of the City to protect their officers: a 
difficulty here occurred from their not knowing 


to what Court or Committee to apply. Appli- 


cation, however, was at length made to the 
Committee of City Lands, and ſtimulated by the 
motiye of juſtice alone, I applied to the above 
Committee in their favour, and explained the 
impropriety of Wm. Yarranton's, Mr. Weſton's | 
ſervant and ſcorer, aſſuming, as a Principal Me- 
ter, the office of Deputy Meter, and weighing 
the ſalt to his maſter's warehouſe. See the above 
noticed 
on” 


FT] 
noticed in part of p. 54, to part of p. 57, and 
from part of p. 60, to the bottom of p. 62, in 
the Obſervations, &c. and from part of p. 21 to 

the bottom of p. 26, and from part of p. 37 to 


part of p. 39, in the Reply to Mr. Weſton s Re- 
futation, &c. 


From part of p. 57 to part of p. 60 in the 
Obſervations, &c, is related another equally art- 
ful ſcheme for defrauding the revenue, and pro- 
bably from all the circumſtances, is. another con- 
trivance of the ſame combination, which was 


concerned in the notable tranſaction of the ſhip 
Cato. | 


On the 24th of March, 1793, I received infor- 
mation in the country of the arrival of the ſhip 
Ann, ſtating all the circumſtances, which are re- 
lated in the above pages in the Obſervations, &c. 
but as the whole was then not thought proper to 
be brought forward, I ſhall give the circumſtances 
in detail here. I went to London on the 2 5th, 
and having received a general permiſſion to com- 
municate to Mr. Long any particular occurrence 
that happened reſpecting this buſineſs, and being 
always treated with great civility and reſpect, I 

immediately on my ral! in London waited or. 
that 
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that gentleman wie the letter, and 8 ü 
what ſhould be done: but unfortunately the Right 

Hon. the Chancellor of the Exchequer was out. 

of town, and therefore he could not adviſe me. 

I then propoſed going down and making inquiry 
in reſpect to the information I had received, and 

that I would wait on him the next morning and 
report what further information I could obtain ; 
which propoſal Mr. Long approved. I went im- 
mediately and ſent for Robert Jones, and after 
that for the officer, who both confirmed every 
tittle related in the Obſervations, &c. and the 
officer told me, that himſelf or any officer would be 
diſcharged if they dared oppoſe Mr. Weſton in 
any of theſe practices. I had no doubt of the 
truth, for Robert Jones has never deceived me in 
any inſtance. The next day I waited on Mr. 
Long, who was particularly engaged on account 
of the ſitting of the Lords of the Treaſury at a 
Board: Mr. Long however came to me and told 
me his ſituation ; I informed him that I found the 
whole a truth, and wiſhed to be adviſed how to 
proceed. Upon my obſerving the particular preſs 
of buſineſs, I requeſted that I might be permitted 
to go and do the beſt I could, which requeſt he 
not only granted, but * approved. I then 
went 


695 


went into the city and bse and becauſe the 
62 officer was afraid that it ſhould be known that I 
had any communication with him, I ſent to aſk 
if putting two Cuſtom-houſe. officers on board 
would be difagreeable to him; he ſaid 1t would 
be quite the reverſe. The officers were placed, 
and ſent away before the ſhip had delivered all 
her ſalt, but by whom diſcharged I know not, 
and indeed have not enquired, as the fact was 
ſufficiently proved, both by the ſurplus above the 
quantity ſhipped, and the conduct of the parties. 
_ I ſhall take the liberty of commenting, a little on 
this extraordinary caſe, which carries the appear- 
ance of an attempt to ſhip ſalt from Mr. Aſhton's 
works without being weighed for the duty. In- 

formation has been given that many tons were 
put on board without a certificate, and that a 
_ conſiderable quantity was left in a flat, which is 
all irregular; and it is ſaid that the officer ob- 
jected to the mode by which this ſhip was loaded. 
It is certain that ſhe was cleared there by the 
name of Capt. Higgins, and entered here by the 
name of Hutchinſon, which manceuvre of change 
of Captains does away the oath the Captain takes 
that the ſhip has received no more ſalt than ſhe 
is cleared - for ; as the Captain who entered the 
„ 1 
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ſhip was not preſent when the ſhip cleared; that 
oath is diſpenſed with. In this caſe Wm. Yar 
ranton appears in à conſpicuous point of view, 
and indeed in his true character: he is ſervant to 
Mr. Weſton and Co. a ſhip is conſigned to his 
maſter under particular circumſtances, of which 
he ſeems to have been apprized by his conduèt; he 
is the Principal and has aſſumed under the ſanction 
of his ſupporters the office of Deputy Salt-Meter 
to himſelf and all the other Principals, whoſe duty 
is to take care that the revenue is not defrauded; 
or the importer wronged. A man of moderate 
genius, of moderate audacity, and of leſs confi- 
dence than Mr. Yarranton found himſelf to poſs 
ſeſs from thoſe who ſupport him, would have been 
diſmayed at the idea of what he had to accompliſh ; 
but, accuſtomed and inured to difficulties of a ſimi- 
lar nature, on the arrival of the Ann, on the 224 of 
March, 1793, he politely and boldly informed the 
3Þ officer and Deputy Meter, that the ſhip would 
. nn not be worked until Monday the 25th, on account 
1 of the variety of other goods on the ſalt. But ex- 
traordinary as it may appear to all, except thoſe 
who know this man and his aſſociates, it was 
found on the morning of the 23d that this great 
variety of goods on the ſalt was not of fufficietit 

* impe- 


. 2 —— <2 = EC act 19=.5 5.4.2 4.008 LCA ata — 2 "> 2 oo —_— —— ” — bo — ; b; - = 2. —— Po 4 — 
— — — — — — _ _— — — * = - * — — — 0 
—— — = — — — - — * ” " * - = — 2 — — — - — — I — 2 
. $ £ — — EX — —— —— — — — — . - — — ES — — — nes Es , 
TVS: — — — = == DEED — — Cs — — === = —— — — — Age mk - - "= 
— - . — — — = — — — — — — . . Eno wap <> inn ̃——. . 
a — - ” =—_— — — Y = — > — — — — — — = 2 — — 
pI * 2 SID — : = = — 2 . 5% 2 — = "XX <Y Tn ——— — 2 — — 2 
X — = = = Lg — — — — A he = —— : — . — — — — -— - — 2 — — 
— 2 - : — — - — I —— —— — een —— — — _ - — 
a ; a — . —-„— — — > 5 — - > — — — — — = =_ p_—— - S — 


FFP 
3 — rn ones TT — — : 
* — 5 ö 
. — E EE — 
l 9 44 — — - — 
- Tr 5. e — 


(8 3 


impediment to prevent putting upwards of 30 
ton into a lighter, which in common is a mode- 
rate day's work. The above falſehood and this 
exertion to defraud the revenue under the ſanction 
*of his official capacity, and in obedience to his 
maſter's ſuppoſed orders and intereſt, though con- 
trary to his oath and duty, does him credit if the 

extreme of villainy can be deemed a merit. But 

as the beſt planned ſchemes of bad men are ge- 
nerally liable to ſome trifling omiſſion, ſo this Salt- 
Meter forgot that others had a duty to diſcharge, 
and were accuſtomed to do it with fidelity. There 
is no doubt but that he had planned the putting 
the quantity of ſalt out of the ſhip on Friday 
night the 224, that he ſhould convey the whole 
that was put into a lighter ſafe into his maſter's 
| warehouſe on the 23d, on the Saturday, without 
ſuſpicion, or at leaſt proof, knowing that ſtarving 
inſtead of the guillotine was in terror againſt thoſe 
who dared to oppoſe his maſter. Then on the 

25th, the Monday, whatever ſpace appeared in 

the ſhip would have been aſſerted that it had 
been occupied by the goods he had ſtated to have 
been on the ſalt, after which the ſhip would have 
delivered about the quantity contained in the 
_ Certificate given to the officer, and no notice 
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would have been taken of the ſecond certificate: 
for as the voyage from Liverpool to London is 
ſeldom performed in leſs than a fortnight, there 
was not only time ſufficient to correct the miſ- 
take by the poſt before the ſhip could arrive, if it 
had been intended ſo to do; but as a proof that 
it was not, after the officers were put on board, 
the delivery of the ſhip was delayed, apparently 
to give time for the notice of the neceſſity and 
the arrival of the ſecond certificate. Therefore it 
not being improper, I ſhall repeat here from the 
Obfervations, page 59, the anſwer the officer gave 
me to my queſtion, if he would do his duty, and 
ſeize the ſurplus ſalt? His reply was, that Mr. 
Weſton would get an order from the Commiſſi- 
oners to have the ſurplus falt delivered to him, 
for he had whatever he aſked for granted, and 
did as he pleaſed ; and he ſaid further, that he 
knew what he ought to do, but if he offended 
Mr. Weſton it would be as much as his place was 
worth. The above anſwer implies that the offi- 
cer was acquainted that this was no uncommon 
practice, and that although my relation and other 
falt proprietors cannot obtain any indulgence 
or even juſtice, Mr. Weſton and 'others are 
countenanced in every thing, though not of the 
: faireſt complexion. | — the Collector is the ſu- 

perior 


1 


perior and has the command of all the officers, 


this officer s fears implies the Collector's ſupport 


of Mr. Weſton on every occaſion. I cannot ſup- 
poſe it poſſible that the Commiſſioners are privy to 
ſuch iniquity, but it is impoſlible but that ſome 
who are high in that office conduct themſelves 
otherwiſe than to their credit. I remember that 
the late Secretary at the Salt-Office, Mr. Elliott, 
told me that a Mr. Aſhton was his very particular 
friend. In the two inſtances of the Cato, Captain 
| Marwood, and the ſhip Ann, it ſeems evident that 
a very ſerious and formidable combination is 
formed to the injury of the fair trader, the marine 
ſalt proprietors, and the revenue; and ſuch a one 
as, if not impartially inquired into by the Com- 
miſſioners, will do them great diſcredit, and the 
public much injury; for Mr. Yarranton's conduct 
is almoſt a proof of his knowledge of the whole 
intent of the fraud, and a confidence of counte- 
nance and ſupport from every quarter. And al- 
though I could bring forward .many inſtances to 
prove him ineligible to the office of a Deputy 
Salt-Meter, I think that the above caſes fully 
anſwer that purpoſe, and prove further, viz. that 
he is not a fit perſon to controul the delivery of 
ſalt at all. Notwithſtanding all the proceedings, 


 ſuchas the preſentment of the complaints and 
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charges to She Commiſſioners, as well as the affi- 


davits demanded of me to prove them, were 


known to the officers and gentlemen in the trade; 
yet the Deputy Salt-Meters were denied the pay 


for their labour, and their uſual perquiſite; every 


countenance was given to Wm. Yarranton, in ſo 
much, that the Deputy Meters, and two of them 
having fix children each, became much diſtreſſed. 
The Committee of City Lands conſidered them- 


ſelves inadequate to determine the queſtion of 


right, and conſidered it the part of the Commiſli- 
oners of the Salt Duties to complain to them ; for 


theſe reaſons redreſs could not be obtained, and 
the Deputy Meters were abuſed, inſulted, and 


perfecuted. Therefore they determined to try 
their right in the Court of King's-Bench, and as 
I had before taken up the buſineſs, and they 


looking to me for their fupport ; I formed the re- 


ſolution, from duty and from the principle of hu- 
manity and juſtice, of printing the Obſervations, 
c. with a view of communicating to the public 
this extraordinary caſe, by giving a fair ſtatement 
of it before the trial; which was brought on in 


December, 1793. Previous to this undertaking, I 


thought it a proper reſpect to the Right Hon. 


Mr. Pitt to acquaint him with this benen, I 


accord- 


=o 


accordingly wrote to Mr. Long about the latter 
end of September, 1793, and requeſted him to 
acquaint Mr. Pitt with this my intention, and the 
neceſſity of it. After the prorogation of Parlia- 
ment ] did as it may be ſuppoſed, apply to Mr. 
Long, with great ſolicitude, for an early inveſti- 
cation of this bufinefs, I was favoured with a 
letter from him, dated the 7th of October, 
1793, aſſuring me that the whole buſineſs would 
be thoroughly inveſtigated, and that he wiſhed 1 
would poſtpone the pukllcativn until the Lords 
of the Treaſury had examined into the buſineſs. 


To which I immediately anſwered, that I be- 
lieve I have ſtated to you the cauſe of my pub- 
liſhing to ariſe from the perſecution the Deputy 
Salt Meters ſuffer, which on that account juſtice 
and humanity towards them, and my duty to the 
public in ſupporting and preferving my evidence, 
to prove my aſſertions rendered it neceſſary, and 
particularly at this time, in order that a fair ad- 
vantage may be derived in the ſuit they are 
obliged to proſecute to obtain their pay for their 
labour. Independent of my inability to draw up 

the propoſed publication with propriety, though 
confined as much as poſſible to facts, I have the 
_ __ ſatisfaction in complying with your wiſh; 


but 
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but as I hope to perſevere in all my proceedings 
on the principles I have formed for my conduct; 
from the above principle I cannot juſtify myſelf 
without ſecuring to the poor Meters their pay 
and arrears, until the whole is inveſtigated, after 
which I cannot object to their receiving reward 
or puniſhment according to their deſerts. 


I have not been favoured with an anſwer to the 
above; but I did not begin drawing up my 
Pamphlet for ſome time, and was attentive to . 
give Mr. Long previous notice of all my proceed- 
ings before the Obſervations were delivered to 
the public, which did not appear before the end 
of November, 1793. 


It appeared to be notorious that Wm. Yarran- 
ton, with the pecuniary aſſiſtance of Mr. Weſton, 
purchaſed one of the Principal Salt Meter's 
places of the Corporation of the city of London, 
in the month of May, 1792, and that the price 
given was more than double the price given for 
the place at any former period; why ſo high a 
price was given is beſt known to the parties, as 
antecedent to this purchaſe the Principal Salt 
Meters place had ever been conſidered and held 


| as 


( 38 ] 
as a ſinecure; but Wm. Yarranton aſſuming the 
authority in conjunction with Mr. Saunders, another 
new Principal, of diſcharging all the Deputy Salt 
Meters at the time of purchaſe, even before they 

were ſworn into office, and immediately on their 
being ſworn on the 3oth of the following October, 
the reaſon of the high purchaſe became evident, 
and a good one it was, for if the deep laid ſcheme 
could have been accompliſhed, it may be con- 
jectuted from the practice and conduct of the 
parties, that the whole of the additional price 
given for the Principal Salt Meters place would 
have been repaid to Mr. Weſton and Co. every 
month, by the free and uncontrouled exerciſe of 
Mr. Varranton's ingenuity. I have given ſome 
inſtances in the complaints and charges of his 
ability before ke was a Meter, and only Mr. 
Weſton and Co's ſervanit ; I have likewiſe given 
two notable inſtances reſpecting the ſhips Cato 
and Ann fince he has been the Principal, and 
acted with the aſſumed authority of a Deputy 
Salt Meter, as well as ſervant to Mr. Weſton and 
Co. and I have information of many more. But 
as a further confirmation of the truth of the 
| Inſtances above alluded to, no doubt can poſhbly 
remain reſpeQting them, or of my caution in all 

my W as well as my certainty of every 
| | allertion, 


( 56 ) 
aſſertion, before I have preſumed to make it, 1 
do declare that I can produce a Salt Officer who 


confirmed the truth of them to me before 1 
brought them forward into public view. 


If the public ſhould Ws e an addi- 
tional tax to make good any deficiency of reve- 
nue, which mi ight be due on falt, and not received 
on account of the intended mal practices of Mr. 
Varranton and his aſſociates, to whom will they 
be indebted? not to the Commiſſioners of Salt 
Duties, for they ſeemed determined not to be in- 
formed of frauds, leſt they ſhould have the trouble 
of diſcouraging them; not to the Salt Officers, for 
they are charged not only with connivin g at mal- 
practices, but with countenancing and ſupport- 
ing them; not to the new Principal Salt Meters, 
whoſe duty is to do ſtrict juſtice, and take an 
oath to that purpoſe, notwithſtanding which, 
they aſſume (under the ſanQtion of a large purſe, 
ſtrangely acquired) the authority of diſpoſing of 
any portion of the revenue on falt at their plea- 


ſure, and ſacrifice the pn: loſs to their private 
gain. 


When we conſider the difficulties the Deputy 
Salt Meters have encountered, by working hard 
a full 


ts 
a full twelvemonth, nay even two years, without 
pay, at che ſame time under the neceſſity them- 
ſelves of paying for many of the utenſils neceſſary 
in the diſcharge of their duty ; to pay likewiſe the 
Porters employed by them to carry the ſalt for 
thoſe men who claim it in right, but. will not re- 
pay them : add to this that they are conſtantly 
abuſed and inſulted, and their families diſtreſſed 
for the: neceſſaries of life. If theſe men are thus 
treated, and injuſtice and diſtreſs are firmly main- 
tained againſt them, not only theirs but the pub- 
lic rights are inſulted thereby; I am of opinion 
that the public are indebted to them for their re- 
fiſtance, and they are deſerving of every counte- 
nance and ſupport, and eſpecially as they are 
threatened to be borne down by power and 
affluence. Confident in the juſtice of their cauſe, 
they were under the neceſſity of maintaining their 
rights by an action, which was determined in the 
Court of King 8 Bench on the 11th of Decem- 
ber, 179 3. 


. action was A by ms 3 tlie 
| 1 of the four Deputy Salt Meters for the city 
of London, againſt Wm. Yarranton, the junior 
ö of the four . Salt Meters, to decide the 
5 right 


1 


58 


41 
right which cach of theſe parties had to certain 
fees. Robert Jones contended that the office of 
Deputy Salt Meter in the city of London Bad 
always been a ſeparate, diſtinct and independent 
office. On the part of Varranton it was con- 
tended that the four Deputy Salt Meters were 
dependent on the four Principal Salt Meters, _ 
that ſuch Deputics were removeable by then 

pleaſure, not only dependent and amoveable; bot 


that it was too great a preſumption for A Deputy 
to look a Principal 3 in the face. „ 


"pt 


Thik action, therefore, had two objects in in view, 
the one to eſtabliſh Robert Jones' 8 richt to this 
office, as a diſtinck office, and As independent of 
any of the Principal Salt Meters; and the other 
to recover back certain fees which Yarranton had 
received fince he had been in poſſeſſion of the 
office of a Principal Salt Meter, and had arbitra- 
Tily annexed the office of Deputy thereto. © 


By the ence of ſeveral witneſſes Robert. 
Jones eſtabliſhed his right, to the ſatisfaction of 
the Court and jury, but as ſome circumſtances 
came out unfavourable to Wm. Yarranton, and 
Mr. Weſton and Co. and as theſe perſons conti- 
nue to reſiſt every authority, I think it but juſtice 


to 


6 
to the parties thus groſsly injured, to give them 
ſomewhat more at large. Thomas Curtis, one of 
the Salt Officers, depoſed that in April, 1793, 
when. Varranton was weighing off the ſalt of the 
ſhip London, Captain Thompſon, which was con- 
ſigned to his maſters, Weſton and Co. Curtis 
thought he put in rather too heavy weight, and 
offered to take ſome of the ſalt out, Yarra 
ſaid take care of your hand, perhaps 1 may cut it 
off with the ſhovel; Curtis ſaid he was there to 
ſee juſtice done between the King and the mer- 
chant, when Y arranton replied that it was a mere 
nothing to cheat the King. But however light 
the offence of cheating the King may be in ſome 
mens eſtimation, yet it is fomeninul ſurpriſing that 
in the judgment of the very fame perſons the at- 
tempt to keep Mr. Weſton and his partiſans from 
cheating their King and country, is a crime of ſo 
great a magnitude, that it ſhould deprive Meters 
of their bread, and officers of their ſubſiſtence: 
from what other cauſe can ariſe the inveteracy ot 
Varranton againſt Jones, or the perſecution of Cur- 
tis from the uncorrupt and upright Mr. Warren ? 


Mr. Weſton was then called to the wit- 
neſſes box, and being aſked if he had brought his 
books, he ſaid no. Had you no notice to bring 

=» I 2 5 them? 
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them ? yes he had, but Ea muſt hi 8 66 
or 70. He was aſked if he traded in ſalt, he ſaid 
he did, and he believed he had larger dealings 
than any other perſon in London. Do you know | 
Yarranton? Yes. Is he your ſervant? He ne- 
ver was my individual ſervant above nine months, 
and that ſome time paſt, but that he was ſervant 
to a company of ſalt importers, of which he him- 


ſelf was one, and that as he dealt largely, and as 


his warehouſes were extenſive, and lay wide, Yar- 


ranton aſſiſted him in his warehouſes when he 


had opportunity, or nothing elſe to do. Did you 


advance money to Yarranton to purchaſe the 


Salt Meter's place? He repeated ſeveral times 
that he had advanced him money. Upon this 
the Judge addreſſed him, and requeſted a fair 
anſwer. He then ſaid he advanced Yarranton 
4501. in part, to purchaſe the place. Have you 
paid Yarranton any money as Meter for deliyer- 
ing ſhips? He ſaid he had. The counſel for the 
plaintiff was ſatisfied : nothing was ſaid on the 
part of the defendant. The learned judge made 
the following obſervation, (Mr. Weſton remain- 
ing in his conſpicuous ſituation) viz. I hope this 


will be reported to the city of London, that 
they may do what in point of juſtice they ought 
to do, that they may diſmiſs him Ge ie. office, 


and 


„ 


aud immediately too. It is their duty and their 


bounden duty ſo to do. And they will be ſcan- 
dalouſſy adviſed if they do not do it. For the 
ſake of the public, I hope this caſe will be pub- 


liſhed, that the Miniſters of the country and the 
city of London, and every body may ſee it. I am 


very glad indeed that this caufe has been brought 


on, and that it has proceeded to the extent to 
which it has. It has developed a ſcene that is 


perfectly ſcandalous to the actors in it. I will 


not point my obſervations further than all the ob- i 


ſervations in this crowded audience before this 
time point. How people can be put in one ſitu- 
ation and remain in another ſituation, the two 


ſituations having croſs duties, I cannot conceive; 


for no honeſt man will ever act improperly ; but 
how a man could be placed in the way of temp- 
tation to countera& the duties annexed to his 


office, I know not; but this I know, that no man 


ought to be ſo placed, and no honourable man 
will ever put another 1 in ſuch a ſituation. | 


| The 3 directed the Jury to find a verdict 
for the plaintiff for any ſum ; the remainder would 


be a ſubje&t matter of a bill in equity. Verdict 


for FOR 20l. 


Although 


6, 


Although the above ants was brought on to 


eſtabliſh the Deputy Meter's office to be diſtin 5 


and independent of the Principal Meter's, and to 
recover the fees the Principal Meters had re- 
ceived ſince they had aſſumed the office of Pe- 
puty Meters, and not for the purpoſe of proving the 
cCharges I had preſented to the Commiſſioners of 
the Salt Duties againſt their officers; yet Mr. 
Weſton and Wm. Yarranton being in ſome de- 
gree acceſſaries with the officers in ſeveral of the 
tranſactions which were the occaſion of their pre- 
ſentment; and although the matter which is 
brought in evidence on the trial in part aroſe 
ſome months after the charges and affidavits were 
delivered to the Commiſſioners of the Salt Du- 
ties; yet the inſtance produced, and the ſituation 
of Mr. Weſton in reſpect to Wm. Varranton, his 
ſervant, and at the ſame time a Salt-Meter, whoſe 
duty was plainly to deliver ſalt to his maſter for 
the purpoſe of preventing his maſter from de- 
frauding the revenue: Iſay that the above inſtance 
only and the ſituation of Meſſrs. Weſton and Var- 
ranton ſtruck the learned Judge ſo forcibly in 
reſpect to the impropriety and infamy of the in- 
tent and meaning of it, as to induce his Lordihip 
to make ſuch pointed obſervations, and ſo fully 
| | to 


Cl 63 } 


FRN 


ich ought. to ariſe i in the breaf of codon wer” 
perſon whoſe ſituation and duty it is to correct 
ſuch impropriety and abufe. But if my charges 
as preſented to the Commiſſioners of the Salt Du- 
ties againſt their officers, and proved according 
to ihe Commiſſioners orders by affidavits, were 
to be brought into a Court of Juſtice, and proved 
by the teſtimony of ſeveral witneſſes, records of 
Courts of Juſtice and the Deputy Meters books, 
the impropriety. and infamy would a appear to ex- 
cced that of the aboye ſtatement i in a very g great 
74 degree. . a 

| Although my requeſt i is tis only, it has not 
yet been N but perſecution and oppreſſion 
has been felt inſtead of it with rigorous weight. 
Poſſibly it may not be believed, but true it is, that 
Thomas Curtis, the officer whoſe chance it was 
to be appointed to attend to the delivery of the 
thip in which Wm. Yarranton's conduCt was ſuch 
as compelled him in duty to notice it, and being 
ſubpœna'd to give evidence on the trial, has been 


ſo marked by thoſe in power at the Salt-Office, 


that he has been ſince deprived of his conſtant 
Pay as an officer; and the Collector, (whether en- 
titled to be reſpected as a worthy or unworthy 
; : cha- 
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character, may be determined * his conduct | 
on this occaſion) who allots the officers to attend 
the delivery of falt ſhips as they arrive, has de- 
prived him of his proportionate ſhare in this duty 
likewiſe, which is the only opportunity left him of 
earning his. bread ; the pay now being only two 
ſhillings and ſrxpence a day when employed, and 
that has been ſo ſeldom, that he has been reduced 
fo much as to need ſubſiſtence. | Such puniſhment 
inflicted on this upright officer, I conſider equally 
fatal in its tendency, though not ſo ſpeedy in its 
effect, as the guillotine; ; indeed it is more merci- 
ful to deprive a man of his life in the inſtant, even 
though it be without accuſation or the form of a 
trial, than conſign him to ſtarve in a dungeon, for 
no crime, but uprightneſs of conduct. 


| N ormithiianding the ci obſervations the 
learned Judge made on the trial, I ſhall ſoon bring 
forward a conduct fof Mr. Weſton and Co. and 
others towards the Deputy Salt-Meters on a ſimi- 
lar principle, and which the good people of this 
_ generous country will I doubt not afford me 
a free and general aſſiſtance in bringing to a 
fair and open concluſion, and produce juſtice to 
the public, and eſpecially to the parties aggrieved. 
. 
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For be it known, that notwithſtanding the learned 
| Judge' 8 obſervations at the trial, wil expreſſed 
dis aſtoniſhment that any man of the leaſt pre- 

| tence to honour or character could place a ſer- 

vant to weigh ſalt to his maſter; Wm. Yarran- 
ton, as a Principal Salt-Meter; weighs at this time 
many ſhips into his maſter's warehouſe, and if re- 
port ſays true, with much appearance of benefit 
to him, and injury to the public: and further; as 
one of the Deputy Salt-Meters is deceaſed, Mr. 
| Weſton and others uſe their intereſt to have this 
vacancy filled up by the appointment of Wm. 

Gobart, who 1 is brother to Peter Gobart, Mr. Weſ⸗ 

ton and Co.'s other ſcorer , jointly with William 

Yarranton, and works at times in Mr. Weſton's 

warehouſe ; ſhould thät appointment take place, 

Yarranton being one of the Principal Salt Meters 

and one of Mr. Weſton and Co.'s ſcorers, and 

Wm. Gobart a Deputy Salt-Meter and brother to 

Mr. Weſton and Co.'s other ſcorer, and as the 

Principal Salt-Meter, Y arranton, aſſumes the au- 

thority of acting as a Deputy Meter likewiſe to 

{ome ſhips, Mr. Weſton and Co. probably will 
| have their ſhips delivered in whatever way they 

pleaſe, and by their own fervants, who by contri- 

vance (if it can be thought poſſible for Mr. Weſ⸗ 
ton to countenance any thing which is improper) 
„ may 


(6) 


may give a gain to Mr. Weſton and Co. ta che 
amount of ſome thouſands a year, and a like loſs 
to the revenue. Therefore whatever regulat on 
may have an appearance of taking place, Mr. 
Weſton will continue to enjoy the direction of 
delivery of all ſalt; for information aſſures me 
that Mr. Weſton even now controuls every thing 
reſpecting the ſalt trade. 


If we do not make allowance for the origin 
of a principal actor, and the means by which pro- 
perty is ſometimes accumulated, his conduct 
would appear beyond conception, but as from 
birth and habit he muſt have been quite diſuſed 
to delicacy of ſentiment or livelineſs of feeling, ſo 
his conduct after the trial and the learned Judge's 
obſervation is not to be wondered at; yet with 
every allowance that can be made, it is generally 
obſerved that men of low minds (who are not 


kardened in iniquity) ſhrink under the conſciouſ- 
neſs of guilt. | 


Notwithſtanding the right of the Deputy Salt- 
Meters being eſtabliſhed at this trial, ſo as to be 
entitled to their pay from the time the Principal 
Yarranton aſſumed the office of Deputy Meter in 
| the name of all the Principals; Mr. Weſton, the 


* 
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Manager for the Company of Thames-Street Salt 
Importers, refuſed to pay the Deputy Salt-Meters 
their arrears, unleſs they would take their pay- 
ment at a price he himſelf allotted them, forget- 
ing that he paid his own ſervant during his aſ- 
ſumption of the office the uſual pay for meterage. 
Others likewiſe, againſt whom charges of fraud, 
Kc. were made, have taken the ſame ground. 
But ſmall and fair importers have, from a natural 
principle of juſtice, acquieſed to the deciſion of 
the Court in point of the Deputy M eters' night, 
and paid them 188 due. 


. The 1 of the City of London have 
not been inattentive to the obſervations the learn- 
ed Judge made on the trial ; they ſoon appointed 
a Committee of the Court of Aldermen-to inquire 
into the origin and rights of theſe officers, of 
Principal and Deputy Salt-Meters, who have with 
the [greateſt candour and attention inveſtigated 
the ſubject. And what may be ſaid further to 
their honour, is, that although the Deputy Salt- 
Meters are low as to their ſituation in life and 
without that ſupport which affluence always gives, 
yet they have kept their ground by the integrity 
of their conduct, againſt opponents who are great 
in number, wealth, and affluence. It muſt there» 
IST =: fore 
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fore be to the honour of the Court to have deter- 
mined that the cuſtom of the Deputies purchaſing 
their places has been improper, yet as they 
found this cuſtom of very long ſtanding, and 
not finding any juſt ground of complaint againſt 
the preſent Deputy Salt-Meters to diſcharge them; 
the Court have with great propriety determined 
that the appointment of the Deputies ſhall in fu- 
ture be ſolely in the Court of Aldermen, and that 
the Deputies ſo appointed ſhall be amoveable by 
them for miſconduct; only that in the preſent 
inſtance, the Deputies having purchaſed their 
places, according to the long cuſtomary practice, 
they have remunerated them with the liberal pre- 
fent of 1001]. each, as a compenſation for their 
purchaſe money; and as no charge of miſcondutt 
has been ſubſtantiated againſt them, have re-ap- _ 
pointed them to their offices far life, if they ſhall 
continue to diſcharge .the duties of it with inte- 
grity and fidelity. It is likewiſe determined in 
future that the place of Deputy Salt-Meter ſhall - 
not be bought or ſold ; that the appointment ſhall 
be for life, unleſs by miſconduct the Deputies | 
prove themſelves. unworthy or incompetent to it, 
That the Deputies ſhall receive 1s. for every ton of 
falt they ſhall weigh, four-pence per ton of which 
they ſhall pay ery for the benefit of the 
Princi- 
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Principal Salt Meters, and the remaining eight- 
pence per ton they ſhall retain to themſelves for 
their labour, and every expence and trouble which 
may be incurred in the diſcharge of their office. 


This inveſtigation and deciſion, as well as the 


determination of the Court of King's Bench, not 


only reflects great honour in the parties concerned 


in it, but confirms theleading features of the com- 


plaints and charges made and preſented to the 
Commiſſioners of the Salt Duties, and muſt like- 
wiſe fully evince to the Commiſſioners that the 

Corporation of the City will at all times be ready 
and forward in uniting their endeavours with that 


Board in the diſcovery and prevention of frauds, 


and in giving ſuch inſtructions to their Meters, 
as ſhall be moſt effectual in promoting a good 


end, ſo loudly called for, and ſo devoutly to be 
wiſhed. But extraordinary as it is, the Commiſſi- 
oners of Salt Duties have not in the ſmalleſt degree 


withdrawn their countenance, ſupport and pro- 
tection from their accuſed officers. Mr. Weſton, 
and affociates in the frauds on the revenue, do not 
acquieſce or ſubmit to the above regulation, of- 
fering only rod per ton inſtead of 18. as appoint- 
ed by the Court of Aldermen of the City of 
London, n the pretence of reſerving 2d. a ton 


to 
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to pay their own ſervant for keeping the account 
of their ſcore, although Wm Yarranton, during 
the time that he has aſſumed the office of Deputy 


Salt Meter, was paid by Mr. Weſton and Co. 


and other importers, at the rate of 1s. 2d. a ton 


for upwards of fixty ſhips. Does not this reſiſt- 


ance, and ſuch attempt, carry the appearance of 


that audacity which can ariſe only from a con- 


fidence of ſupport? It ſeems impoſſible for any 
even to ſuſpect that the Commiſſioners of the Salt 
Duties, or any other in that office, can give cauſe 
for that confidence; but if it can be believed, I, 
who am a faithful friend to the Conſtitution of 
this country, ſincerely hope that if the principal 


perſons in any office can act ſo diſgracefully to 


themſelves, and injurious. to their country, it will. 
be immediately regulated or modeled afreſh; 
for at this time it is neceſſary in order to preſerve 


.._ eurexcellent Conſtitution, that juſtice in every de- 


partment is adminiſtered with the greateſt exact- 
neſs, than which nothing can tend more to that 
good purpoſe. After the above obſervation, I 
ſhould not notice the extreme partiality, and even, 
perſecution ſhewn to a part of my own family, 


ſince the complaints and charges have been pre- 


ſented to the Commiſſioners of the Salt Duties 
againſt their officers, was it not for the ſake of in- 
3 troducing 
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troducing fome few particulars which claim, I 


_ truſt, the attention of thoſe who have the Power 
to afford redreſs. 


My relation fs denied every accommodation. 
Accepted bills are not admitted, and even Poſt 
Bills of the Bank of England are deemed inſecure. 
So likewiſe the cuſtomary ſureties for the expor- 
tation of ſalt are judged inſufficient, even though 
no perſon can be brought forward who has even 
ſuſpicion of illicit practices at the works. Me- 
morials have been preſented, but they have been 
anſwered in ſo evaſive a manner as to require 
further explanation ; and from the reports of that 
Collector from whom rhis oblique behaviour is 
ſuppoſed to ariſe, in one part of the anſwer it 
is noticed, that of late more ſalt has been ex- 
ported than formerly. If this be true, this good 
reaſon is to be aſſigned for it, viz. that the coun- 
tenance given to frauds in the port of London, is 
ſo great, that it is unprofitable to ſend goods there 


upon legal and honeſt principles: and ſurely it 


muſt be allowed that if a manufacturer does not 


violate thoſe laws, which the country has pro- 


vided for the regulation of his trade, he has a full 
right to diſpoſe of his produce as he pleaſes. 


But! in truth theſe memorials were not preſented 


to 
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to the 11 under hs expectation of 


receiving redreſs, but rather for the purpoſe of 
experiencing their mode of evading it. But all 
this while Mr. Weſton and others are indulged 
to ſhip-ſalt from London, under the direction of 
his faithful man Yarranton, without any attention 
of the officers, and to receive the drawback, poſ- 


ſible on more than is ſent away. The reaſon 


which may probably be given for this indulgence 
and confidence; is that a man of ſo much wealth 


and judgment, ſuch honour and integrity, muſt 


not be ſuſpected of wrong, and that all the 
charges and proofs againſt him have been intro- 
duced by informations, and theſe are rejected on 
the principle of an informer being a deteſtable 


character: 


I muſt acknowledge that it is generally held 
diſgraceful for a perſon to give information, par- 
ticularly on any frauds that are practiſed on the 


revenue. No juſt or good reaſon can be aſſigned 
for ſuch an opinion ; but on the contrary, as it is 


the duty of every one to prevent and detect 
wrongs and robberies on one's neighbour, ſo on 
the ſame principle it is incumbent on every one 
to detect frauds on the revenue, as every fuch 


fraud is, in ſome degree, a robbery of an ingivi- 


dual, 


- 6 | 


dual, for as the revenue is deficient in proportion 
to the frauds practiced, ſo ſome new means muſt 
be uſed to ſupply that deficiency ; and taxes 
are generally paid by men of juſt principles with 
fairneſs, yet men of bad diſpoſitions evade them 


by various means, in doing which he propor- 


tionably robs his neighbour. If a man's purſe 


is taken from him on the highway, it is no dif- 
grace to give evidence againſt a eriminal at the 


bar, who may be condemned to death for the rob- 
bery of a ſmall ſum ; but it may and will be faid 
that this poor man knew he was tranſgreſſing the 
laws of his country when he committed the rob- 


bery, ſo every one who defrauds the revenue, or 
his neighbour, is equally aſſured that he is tranſ- 


greſſing the laws of his country likewiſe ; ; and as 
it is known that the puniſhment of ſuch offences 
78 generally by fines and penalties, &c. no man 
ought to have remorſe i in diſcharging bis duty by 


informing againſt ſuch offenders, who are ſome- 


times opulent, and make a trade of fuch practices, 


not only to the injury of the revenue, but the fair 
and honeſt trader; and commits this robbery not 


only by every mean and diſgraceful method, but 
with the additional offence of injury to ſociety; 


In many reſpects. I am therefore confident, that 
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L 


- * 5 Y * 
” _ a ww”, &* - ooo 4 _ y 
— 
— 323 
- C— I — 
— — ——— — * 
— * — W e 


„ 


if it was generally conſidered to be a commenda- 


ble diſcharge of our duty, as members of ſociety, 


to give information of every tranſgreſſion againſt 
the laws of the country which come within our 
knowledge, fewer or ſmaller taxes would be ne- 
ceſſary, and the profit of trade would be more 
regular and certain, and induſtry would ſeldom 
fail of its reward. 


The Legiſlature, in its wiſdom, offers pecuniary 
and other beneficial rewards to thoſe who dif- 
charge their duty by informing againſt ſuch as 
defraud the revenue, on a principle which muſt 
be allowed to be ſtriſtly juſt, notwithſtanding it is 
erroneouſly deemed more honourable to ſanction 


than detect the offence. However, this opinion 


cannot be ſupported by reaſon, for the perſon 
who acts contrary to the laws of his country, is 
by no means a good member of ſociety ; nor can 
think much better of that perſon who ſuffers the 


public to be injured in any inſtance by the abufe 


of thoſe laws on which E ngliſnmen pride them- 
ſelves ſo much. If aſſent is given to the above 
aſſertion, the opinion muſt ariſe from a falſe idea 
of honour; for although we obferve men do many 
unwarrantable acts to defraud the revenue, and 
e their neighbour, yet in theſe very per · 

ſons 
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„ 
ſons we may diſcover groundleſs ſcruples under 
an idea that diſhonour would attend them, ſhould 
any reward ariſe from diſcharging their duty, not 
conſidering that thoſe very perſons would have no 


remorſe at receiving equal and the ſame emolu- 
ment from an unjuſt act. 


4 


Would not a man of true generoſity diſcharge 


his duty with great propriety, and juſtiſy his ho- 
nour likewiſe, by appropriating the reward he is 
entitled to receive to the relief of the indigent 
Poor. This practice would effectually obviate 


all his ſcruples of conſcience, and would remove 


every objection pride or honour can ſuggeſt, and 
will give infinite ſatisfaction to himſelf and all 
others, by ſuch a diſcharge of his duty ; and 
eſpecially if countenance and protection is given 


by thoſe in authority to thoſe who are by the laws 


not only incited to fuch proceding, but which 
_ undoubtedly is their duty to do. In a word, that 
' which alone can render the name of an informer 
(if that appellation muſt be uſed) odious, is the 
manifeſt appearance that the information is given, 
not from the love of juſtice, but for the ſake of 
the pecuniary reward. How the information 
en by the Deputy Salt Meters, can be con- 
ſidered 
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ered or ed under cho odious, the falle i 
epithet of an informer, for when they are confi- 


dent of having delivered the full quantity of 
bufhels the permit expreſſes a ſhip to contain, it 
is one of the purpoſes of their appointment to 
make it known; it is their duty to complain in 


juſtification of their character, if the ſhip is re- 
ported by others to have delivered leſs than that Ts 
quantity. Or when they cannot' make out the 


number of buſhels in the ſhip which the permit 
expreſſes that ſhe ſhould contain, and frauds are 


practiſed for the purpoſe of reducing the quan- | 


| tity, it is then their duty likewiſe to complain, 
and it would not be conſiſtent with their oath to 
do otherwiſe ; ; was the cafe not as it is, I cannot 
| readily give up the opinion that if I fee a man 
committing a fraud, and do not check him, or 
complain of his ſo doing, I am in ſome degree an 
acceſſary to it. But let us, on the other hand, 
ſuppoſe that an informer is a deſpicable character, 
is nor Mr. Weſion more entitled to that character 
than the Deputy Meters are, for long before Robert 
| Jones gave information of. the frauds practiced 
by Mr. Weſton's ſervants, and others, Mr. Weſton 
had given information of Robert Jones's rude, 
and as he is pleaſed to term it, impertinent beha- 
viour towards himſelf, (when he noticed. his im- 
per 
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proper proceeding) and in a way that produced 
a bad opinion of Robert Jones, ſo much ſo as in- 


duced ſeveral perſons to think it proper he ſhould 
be removed from his office; long before Robert 


Jones came forward with his information, and in 


proof of this. I believe the firſt time I ſaw Robert 
Jones, he told me that Wm. Yarranton was a 
candidate for a Principal Salt-Meter's place, pur- 
poſely to get rid of him; which, together with 
the extorted bond from Robert Jones ſome years 
paſt, Juſtify the opinion that Mr. Weſton was the 
firſt informer; an informer againſt Robert Jones» 
for noticing the unfair en and frauds uſed 
to Mr. Weſton's benefit; ſuch an informer J will 


grant, ſhould be held in a reprehenſible light, as 


his object was to do injuſtice to an individual, for 
the purpoſe of ſupporting and concealing the in- 
juſtice he had done, and hoped to continue to do, 
to the people at large. 


But the oppreſſion and diſtreſs the Deputy 
Meters ſuffer, call for immediate relief, and 
which there can be no doubt they will receive, 
from that reſpectable power under whoſe appoint- 
ment they act. Not only a large portion of ar- 
rears is withheld from them previous to the de- 


termination of the Court of King's Bench, but 
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ſome likewiſe ever ſince the trial above alluded 


to; and even the pay is refuſed to them, which 


was eſtabliſhed by the Court of Aldermen, as no 


more than an adequate remuneration for their la- 


bour. But a little while ſince one of theſe poor 
men was arreſted and confined, and notwithſtand- 


ing the conduct of the parties who withheld theſe 
arrears was the extreme of cruelty and injuſtice; 


behold inſolence, or rather inſult, is now added 


thereto: the mother and the wife of the impri- 
ſoned man applied to Mr. Weſton for ſome pay, 
none of which would he condeſcend to grant but 
at his own price of 10d. per ton; to this is added, 


go to Jones and thank him for all your trouble, 


as it ariſes from his oppoſition to me. Why then 
need application be made in future to Courts of 


Aldermen or the Courts of Law, if an individual 


is to ſay he will not ſubmit to their determina- | 
tion? This 1s a ſtriking inſtance why frauds 
ſhould be ſuppreſſed by every means which can 


be legally uſed ; for what can be a ſtronger proof 


of its injury to ſocial happineſs than Mr. Weſton's 


_ anſwer to theſe diſtreſſed people? which if put 


in other words, would be in effect, I will not pay 
you, you cannot recover it except by an action, 


I have money to pay the expence and you have 


not, 
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not, Robert Jones 8 oppoſition to my proceedings 
is the cauſe of your trouble, go and abuſe him. 


And although all the Deputy Salt-Meters have 
confirmed to me not only the whole of the com- 


pPfkaints and charges I have brought forward, and 


a great number of others, yet they have indeed 


differed ſomewhat in opinion with Robert Jones, 
who afferted that ſuch proofs could not be with- 


ſtood ; whereas they, on the other hand, knowing 


that Mr. Weſton had not only influence enough 


to do as he pleaſed, from thence argued that ſuc- 


ceſs was not likely to attend oppoſition to him, | 
however juſt it might be; and ſaid they had better 


ſuffer any frauds to paſs.unnoticed, than to run 


the riſk of loſing their bread, without even a hope 


of protection from any other quarter. 


The above ſtrong obſervation is 1. too fully 


proved by the conſequences, though it is too de- 
grading to ſo reſpectable a department of Go- 


vernment as the Salt- Office ought to be, for Deputy 


Meters to poſſeſs ſuch certain experience of its 


impropriety of conduct, to give it no other appel- | 


lation, and a very ſerious object for the public 
| confideration. The emolument to the Commiſſi- 
oners is handſome, and the expence of the office 


great; 
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great; but the emolument and expence is ; badly 
appropriated, if miſcondu&t iS countenanced i in- 


ſtead of being reprehended, and uprightneſs per- 
ſecuted inſtead of being rewarded. 


: But worldly 9" ſtrongly marks Mr. Weſ- 


ton's mode of proceeding for if by this obſervation 


he could put theſe Meters at variance, he might 
think ſucceſs would more eafily attend his fur- 
ther views; but I truſt that ſuch barbarity will 
be defeated by the countenance and ſupport given 
to the Deputy Meters, to enable * to obtain 
their juſt dues: 


A another e why frauds ſhould be ſup-⸗ 
preſſed, we will ſuppoſe that two perſons carry 
on the ſame trade near to each other; the one a 
juſt and conſcientious man; the other taking every 
opportunity to defraud the revenue; the latter 
by the frauds he uſes, is enabled to ſell his goods , 
at the price of the prime coſt with the fair duties 
and charges thereon, and receive a large profit 3 
conſequently he may puſh his trade, for as his 
gain ariſes from the fraud on the revenue, the 
more extenſive his trade is, the greater opportu- 


wy he has to 2 88 his — and thereby 
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he will grow rich moſt rapidly. Whereas, on the 


contrary, the juſt man ſcarcely ſells goods ſuffi- 


dient to produce him the moderate comforts of 
life; but to make up the deficiency in the re- 
venue, which theſe frauds occaſion, another tax 
is neceſſary, which is paid by the juſt man in its 
full proportion; but the other who is in the habit 
df miſconduct avoids the payment, probably cf a 
part of this tax likewiſe ; all which tends not only 
to the prejudice, but the ruin of juſt men. From 
theſe conſiderations it is my opinion, that thoſe 
who defraud the revenue, are more injurious and 
à greater peſt to ſociety than the poor wretches 
are who offend the criminal laws; I rank them, 
in my tnind, as ſimilar to thoſe who are guilty 
of forgery and the robbery of mails; for they are 
_ equally an attack on the credit of the country 
and wound it, commercially conſidered, in the 
very tendereſt ne | 


If the Commenter of Salt Duties mould al- 
fert that they have enquired into the merits of 


my complaints and charges made againſt their 
officers by receiving the evidence by affidavits, as 
the Court of Equity does, I ſhall reply, that if 
tmey, after receiving the affidavits demanded from 

me, had proceeded as the Court of Equity does, 


=. I not 
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I not only ought to be, but I ſhould be ſatisfied; 
for that would have been legal: but as the Com- 
miſſioners have promoted the officers accuſed, and 
therefore, as I conceive, determined the charges 
without following up the proccedings,, as the 
Court of Equity would have done, this omiſſion 
enables me to ſay, that I do not obſerve any le- 
gality at all in their determination, and people 
who are enemies to this country might deem the 
determination to be an arbitrary one ; which the 
conſtitution in no inſtance admits, for property 
under ſuch circumſtances is inſecure. As the na- 
ture and importance of this ſubje&, both to the 
public and many individuals; and as the difficul- 
ties I have had to encounter have required cau- 
tion, firmneſs, and perſeverance, it ſeemed una- 
voidably neceſſary to ſtate the chief of my pro- 
ceedings, and make many obſervations on the 
various occurrences, in order that the public may 
be enabled to judge of my conduct and intenti- 
ons. As a proof that I have been incited only 
by difintereſted motives to render ſervice to my | 
Country, I not only have offered my time and my 
earneſt endeavours to prove all that I have aſ- 
ſerted and afford great increaſe to the revenue, 
without other charge than the re-payment of very 
: IS moderate 
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moderate expences which may arife to me on that 


account ; I am likewiſe defirous of expoſing my- 


ſelf to cenſure or approbation, upon the ſame 


terms. This offer however muſt be under the 


condition, that I am allowed the aſſiſtance of two 
confidential people ; and further, that if I fucceed 


in benefiting the revenue, my family ſhall receive 


a compenſation equal to the loſs they have ſuſ- 


tained ; but as to myſelf, whatever the amount of 
advantage may be to the public, I do not wiſh 
more than a moderate recompence ; and by no 


means proportioned to the benefit arifing from 


my exertions, ſhould that (as I am confident it 
will) be large. If I was not convinced that I had 


proved 11 zealous, though diſintereſted in the 
diſcharge of my duty to the public in the various 


ways in which I am brought forward in their ſer- 


vice, the above offer would promiſe me but little 
credit. 


If the perſecution of the Deputy Salt-Meters 


was not likely to deprive the public of their teſti- 
mony, from the cruel and unjuſt treatment they 
have received, and thereby loſe the opportunity 
tor which I have calmly waited upwards of twenty 


years to produce the good I am confident I am 


enabled 
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enabled to do; I ſhould not have preſſed this bu. 
ſineſs at this time; believing that the Right Hon, 
Mr Pitt is willing to receive juſt advantage if op- 
portunity in the preſent ſtate things offered itſelf, 
I mean in reſpect to the regulation of the Salt 
Duties; but the correction of the frauds and re- 
gulation of the officers may be the peculiar pro- 
vince of the Commiſſioners of the Salt Duties, and 

ſeems as if they ſhould be inyeſtigated by them: 

as without that impartial inveſtigation firſt had 

the public can expect no benefit. As my diſin- 
tereſted conduct is known on many occaſions, ſo 
likewite I am known to be a faithful friend to the 
Conſtitution and Government of this country ; 
yet as I find that a ſtrict adminiſtration of juſtice 
ever gives great ſatisfaction, ſo at this time T2 
conceive that nothing will preſerve our Conſtitu= 
tion and Country more effeQually than a rigid 
obſervance in the above reſpect ; and I am like- 
wiſe aſſured, that inattention as to this great object, 
as it muſt increaſe confuſion and create a general 
diſtruſt, ſo muſt it accelerate our down-fall. 


From an opinion I have long entertained, and 
ſteadily adhered to, that the Thames Navigation 
may be improved throughout in ſuch a manner 
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as to make it as ſafe and certain and a cheaper 
navigation than any canal wall be, and without 


doing injury to the adjacent lands; and from my 
attention to this matter, (though not intereſted) 


and ſteadily maintaining the above opinion, I 
have been in ſome degree acceſſary to the pre- 
ſervation of the Thames hitherto. Some endea- 
vours, however, have been made to diſcredit my 
opinion; and among the reſt I have been humour- 
ouſly repreſented as buried in the deep receſſes of 
the Oxfordſhire woods, and therefore not likely 
to be. much acquainted with navigation of any 
kind. But notwithſtanding my retired ſituation, 


I have obſerved that however high a man may 


be placed, and willing too to promote regula- 


tions, &c. yet there are ſome circumſtances that 


attend the government of ſuch an empire as this 
is which operate as great difficulties in ſuch un- 


dertakings, I am therefore deſirous of taking any 


part of the burthen on my ſhoulders, which I con- 
feſs are not very broad; but I have experienced 
that juſtice fits light and eaſy both on the body 


and mind. I ſhould not in this place have men- 


tioned any thing relative to the Thames Naviga- 
tion, as ſomething foreign to the preſent ſubject, 
but for the ſake of informing my readers, that 
when I attended the ſurvey of the river from the 

junction 
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jun8tion of the Severn and Thames Canal, above 
Lechlade, in the county of Glouceſter, to Whit- 


church in the vicinity of Reading, in the county 


of Berks, in the year 1791, as one of the Com- 


mittee appointed for that purpoſe by the body of 
Thames Commiſſioners, I naturally enquired | 


what goods were brought down this canal; and 
finding that refined falt was one of the articles, I 
enquired into the charges of freight, &c. which at- 
tended it, as well as the price at which it was 


fold at Lechlade. From the candid anſwers re- 
ceived to my enquiries, I diſcovered the price to 


be ſo low as to admit no profit except what aroſe 
from the increaſe of weight. Upon my obſerving 
how moderate the price was, I then in plain 
terms enquired what was the general increaſe of 
weight from the expoſure to "the air? But tq 
this queſtion the gentleman from whom I had my 
information (and who I found was a dealer in this 
very article) was too cautious to give me an 


anſwer. But he allowed me to be well ac- 


quainted with this branch of the ſalt trade, from 


whence I had ſufficient reaſon to conclude that 


my opinion was juſt. Nor can the leaſt doubt 


be entertained but the duty on the refined is 


conſiderably leſs than that on the marine ſalt. And 


whe rever 
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| wherever 2 quality in the onera of the ſame trade 


is not preſerved, injury and injuſtice, as neceſſary 
conſequences, mult follow. | 


Not that I come forward in oppoſition to Go- 
wernment, but on the very reverſe of principle, 
for I am certain of the good which will be derived 
on the above account, and which it is evident will 
never be obtained, if two or three principal 
parties in this buſineſs ſhould become diſabled 
from ſupporting their endeavours. I therefore 
formed the fixed reſolution of not relinquiſhing 
any of my intended exertions, but of proceeding 
regularly and faithfully to ſupport the laws of my 
country ; being thoroughly perſuaded that the 
injuſtice exiſting reſpecting the Salt Duties is an 
innovation upon the Conſtitution, and a certain 
proof that innovations are not only in their ten- 


dency prejudicial, but fatal in their effects. 


As an apology for this publication, when I am 
confident of Mr. Pitt's intention to inveſtigate 
the buſineſs, I muſt obſerve, that I ſhould not 
have preſumed to have intruded on the public at 
this time, if the conduct of thoſe perſons who 
diſregard juſtice, and even common decency, was 
not making ſuch rapid ſtrides towards their eſtab- 


liſhing 
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liſhing their ſyſtem of miſconduct, as to tes it - 


àlmoſt impoſſible a ſhort time hence to inſtitute 


an enquiry of this kind, with a fair probability of 
ſucceſs. This indeed might not be the conſe- 


quence, if the witneſſes were not left at the mercy 
of their opponents to perſecute and diſtreſs them 
at pleaſure; but were ſupported, countenanced 


and commended : then indeed things would be | 
going on, in my humble opinion, in Aa more re- 

cular and conſiſtent channel ; and would do away 
the neceſſity which I feel myſelf under of reach- 


ing forth my feeble endeavours to ſave them 
from ruin. I muſt at the ſame time be ſo bold 


as to ſay, that- although no one acts on every 


occaſion more diſtintereſtedly than myſelf, yet as 
1 have taken ſo much trouble, and expoled my⸗ 


ſelf to ſo much abuſe, it ſhould ſeem that I was 
in juſtice intitled to as early a determination as 


may conveniently be; and eſpecially on account 


of a very near relation, who has and does receive 
ſuch injury from the frauds already complained of, 
and ſtill continued, that ſhe muſt relinquiſh her 


works, if the preſent mal- practices are thought 4 


and determined not to be an evil; or if a general 


regulation does not take place: in this inſtance 


therefore delay muſt be a loſs, and may be ruin, 
ä rd on ea 
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fo that ruftice to my own family, as well as ; t 
the nation at large, calls for my exertions to bring 
this matter to a ſpeedy iſſue, I mean with reſpect 


to the frauds and miſcondu of officers. And 
1 ſhould look forward with the greater patience 


to ſo deſirable an event could J diſcern only a 


| ſhadow of ſupport, to myſelf, or the evidence, 


from the Commiſſioners of the Salt-Office; tho? 


more than the ſhadow of countenance is but too 


plainly diſcernible towards the parties accuſed. 
The reaſons for ſuch proceedings I would fain 


think too profound for my ſhallow penetration to 
fathom ; a good motive I cannot attribute them 


to, and I am unwilling to aſcribe them to a bad 


one. Theſe gentlemen cannot plead an extra- 


ordinary preſſure of buſineſs in their department 


on account of the preſent ſtate of public affairs; 
T hope, therefore, I may venture to fay that they 


will not perſiſt in their preſent (I had almoſt ſaid 
unconſtitutional) mode of arbitrary determination, 


but that they will diſcuſs the whole of the com- 


plaints by the more unexceptionable rules of law 
or equity. . 


In the preſent ſtate of things, it is not to be 
expected that the Right Hon. Mr. Pitt, and the 
Lords of the Treaſury, can undertake at this 

= time 


6909 

time an inveſtigation of the Salt Laws, and to 
point out the regulations Which may be thought 
neceſſary. The only part which ſeems to be 


within the compaſs of that Honourable Board, 


is the authorizing ſome perſons to ſuperintend 
and make experiments on the effect of the pre- 


ſent mode of weighing ſalt at the refineries, 
and on any other particulars in this branch 


4 


of the revenue, which their obſervations may 
point out as neceſſary or expedient. But ſurely 
it need not be ſuggeſted after the many proofs 
J have given of miſconduct of officers, &c. &c. 
and by the countenance given to the delinquents 
by thoſe in power at the Salt Office; neither can 
it, it ſhould ſeem, be conſtrued into arrogance or 
preſumption in me to ſay that implicit confidence 
cannot, and ought not to be placcd in any per- 
ſon, in whom the Commiſſioners have hitherto 
confided for counſel or otherwiſe. As I am a 
Plain man, and know myſelf not to poſſeſs the 
faculty of expreſſing myſelf with elegance, I have 
| confined myſelf ſimply to the narration of plain 


facts, for the purpoſe of avoiding the drawing 


ridicule upon myſelf from the world at large; 
but likewiſe of affording to any opponents that I 


may have, no other pretence for attacking me 


than 
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than the demanding proof of my aſſertions; and 
enquiring if I have any further reaſons in reſerve 


for any obſervations, than thoſe I have already 


given. This, I hope, will apologize to a 
generous public for the unadorned ſtile of the 
preceding pages 3 AS; that it will be found not in- 
conſiſtent with the character, nor derogatory from 


the principles I with to promote, and which I 
_ anxiouſly hope I ſhall on every trial be found to 


poſſeſs. 


From the preceding pages, and all that I have 


ſaid on this jubject, it will appear, firſt, that I 
did not expett to receive redreſs from the Com- 


miſſioners on any complaints made to them; ariſ- 


ing either from their own inattention to the mat- 


ter of complaints made, or from a misſtatement 
of their officers to them, } Secondly, that on ac- 
count of the opinion I entertained of the Com- 

miſfioners' conduct, I have thought the only ap- 


plication likely to ſucceed was to be made to 


the Firſt Lord of the Treaſury; eſpecially as in 


all my attempts, an increaſe of the revenue would 
have attended any redreſs I applied for. Thirdly, 


that I ſolicit nothing but juſtice, wiſhing for no- 


thing ſo much as the having this matter fitted to 
the bottom; and fourthly, that however neceſſary 
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my time and attention may be, I have never been 
deſirous of any emolument until I had ſucceed- 
ed in procuring to the public an increaſe of re- 
venue. As I ſet out in this arduous undertaking 
with the above notions, I believe ſome credit will 
be given to my aſſertion, that my intention at 
the firſt was to prove my charges againſt the 
officers, &c. and communicate to the Right Hon. 
Mr. Pitt that great increaſe ought in juſtice to 
be made to the revenue, by regulating the mode 
of weighing the ſalt at the refineries. If I am 
not miſtaken, in order to afcertain the! pro- 
portion of increaſe, I think I told Mr. Pitt, that 
if I was authoriſed to enquire into that matter, I 
mould, when I had made the neceſſary experi- 
ments and ſatisfied myſelf thereon, conſult the pro- 
prietors of the refineries, in reſpect to the rectitude 

and juſtice of them. I do declare likewiſe, that I 
had no other thought of emolument, than being 
freed from expence on account of this bulls, 
and that my relation ſhould in future receive that 


Profit from her works which in juſtice ſhe ought _ 


to have had before ; but then I felt aſſured that 
the Commiſſioners of the Salt Duties would have 
attended to the iniquitous charges againſt their 
officers with ſome decency at leaſt ; and eſpecially 


n 
as I NEVER" their Secretary that I followed Mr. 
Pitt's directions; that I was well acquainted with 


the whole buſineſs, and that I was willing to give 
them any aſſiſtance I could; and that I ſhould be 


found ſteady and firm in all my proceedings. I 
was therefore, from the Commiſſioners negle& 


and conduet bound, as a member of ſociety, to 


diſcharge my duty to the public, without paying 
attention to any condutt the Commiſſioners of 


Salt Duties might adopt, as ſervants to his Ma- 


jeſty, for the public ſecurity. And as the Com- 
miſſioners have promoted the officers accuſed of 
atrociouſly bad conduct, and ſeem to act with leſs 


attention to their duty than might have been 


expected, without any conſideration of the emo- 
lument they receive: I judge it perfectly con- 
ſiſtent for me to ſtate, as I have done, the chief 
of my proceedings in juſtification of my condudt, 
and eſpecially as I ever have been active and 
zealous to render myſelf uſeful to the public on 
many occaſions, by giving up my time, attention, 
and n for that purpoſe. 


Altho' me Commiſſioners oppoſe their weight 
and authority to prevent an increaſe to the re- 
venue and * to the public, in checking the 

frauds 
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frauds pralſtiſed: yet as an individual, conſidering 


myſelf whether ſupported or unſupported by any 


aſſiſtance from without, yet bound by a firm and 
determined perſeverance to exert myſelf to obtain 
juſtice to my country, regardleſs of all the diffi-. 


culties which may meet me in the way. There- 


fore it does not appear that I have had the idea 


of makjng an intereſted bargain, .or have been 
looking to a recompence for this arduous under- 


taking, and it may be. believed that if my ex- 


pences are paid, I do not expect to receive any 
emolument until benefit ariſes to the public from 


my exertions ; and even then, that I ſhall be ſatis. 


fied with only a very moderate reward ; and I 
flatter myſelf that my conduct and proceedings, 


as above ſtated, will be ſo conſidered 10 the 


public. 


The propriety and juſtice of the determination 
of the Right Hon. the Lord Mayor and Court of 


Aldermen reſpecting the poor Deputy Meters, 


leaves no reaſon to doubt but that honourable 


Court will not only countenance and ſupport 
their own officers, but will ſecure that pay to 
them which themſelves have thought proper to 
allot and appoint. But as one of theſe Deputy 
IR. Meters 
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| Meters has been lately arreſted in conſequence of the 


pay thus appointed, having been withheld by the 


Importers: I feel confident that ſupport will be 


chearfully given to theſe opprefled ſervants of the 


city, until they ſhall obtain their juſt due; either 


by the authority of the above Court, or, if abſo- 


lutely neceſſary, by actions againſt the ſalt dealers 


for withholding the ſame. Nor can I doubt but that 
relief will be immediately given, when application 


is made to the generous people of this country, 


for the ſupport of the poor ſalt officer, Thomas 
Curtis, who was accidentally called upon to give 
evidence in the cauſe of Jones v. Yarranton, which 
tended to prove great impropriety in Mr. Weſ- 
ton's, and his ſervants' conduct, but for which this 


Poor officer has been diſcharged from his conſtant 


work and pay, and is appointed by the Commiſſi- 


oners' confidential Collector and reſpectable cha- 


racter, Mr. Samuel Warren, to a ſmall ſhip only 
now and then. Which conduct is of a nature 
which Engliſhmen deteſt, and the more ſo, when 5 
they are informed, that there is reaſon to believe 
that the Commiſſioners of the Salt Duties ſum- 
moned Thomas Curtis before them, to induce 


him to withdraw part of his evidence, which 


would have been favourable to Mr. Weſton and 
5 his 
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his 1 man Varranton . But for of owrt part, I 
judge no man, I condemn no man; I only feel 
myſelf called upon to ſtate facts for the public 
Information and opinion, which opinion I ſhall 
readily ſubmit to, whether I ſhall be found ts 
deſerve their cenſure or approbation. 
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